


Mr. Parkash Singh Badal , Chief Minister Punjab, paying floral
tributes to Sant Harchand Singh Longowal during the state-level
function organised on the  28th death anniversary Anniversary of
Sant Harchand Singh Longowal. 
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Development Mantra
Punjab’s electoral history bears testimony to the fact that never before

any particular political party managed to retain power for two consecutive
terms. SAD-BJP broke this trend, created a new history but it has brought
a massive challenge in its wake- a challenge to live up to the expectations
of the people. With no room to attribute failures and mis-management to
poor policies of a previous government , the responsibility to propel growth
lies squarely on their shoulders. Quoting a Parliamentarian from Papua
New Guinea "What does it take to get elected?"... money, family ties, pop-
ularity ..." What does it take to get re-elected? "... delivery of promised
goods and services ... tangible projects ... and some more money." This Per-
haps has been well comprehended by the ruling alliance in Punjab and as
for now development is their “Mool Mantra”.

Thousands of crores for the refurbishment of villages and still more for
the urban renewal. Complete change of phizog of Punjab on cards with an
annual plan focused on development of infrastructure in power, roads and
rural water supply and sanitation with health and education continuing to
be the thrust areas and a special emphasis on the girl child and women em-
powerment. The economy on the whole has slowed down during the past
two years but Punjab had achieved an average growth rate of 6.73 per cent
during the 11th Plan. The state growth rate is once again expected to be
more than the national growth. Punjab is better off than the all-India av-
erage in all socio-development indicators(except the gender ratio) as well.
The new industrial policy aimed at eliminating bottlenecks in growth is
also in place now. The important projects initiated with much fervour if
successfully see the light of the day, the fear of backsliding can be well
averted and perhaps yet another history may be created! A bit too early for
any “poll prediction” but apparently the Development Mantra coupled
with the Motivating Therapy is doing well. The one of its kind initiative
of administering oath personally to 81109 Panches and 13047 Sarpanches
of over 13000 villages by Chief Minister and Deputy Chief Minister of the
State has gone well to boost the morale and pampering the self esteem of
the newly elected fraternity. Riding on a high horse, they are all set to
prove themselves-Good for villages, Good for Punjab! This twin pronged
strategy will definitely go a long way in the building of (quoting CM) a
“New Punjab”.

Not making a mention of the novel initiatives of Home Department of
Punjab would be failing to acknowledge the citizen centric enterprise of
the government. A fresh life has been infused into the department with
large scale recruitment and promotion into the police force and unique
schemes have been commenced to secure the life and property of masses.
Night Policing, NRI and women wings, multi-mode police helpline are but
a few to name. These initiatives are the harbingers of “Safe & Secure Pun-
jab”. 

May peace and prosperity prevail in Punjab ! 



President Youth Akali Dal, Mr. Bikram Singh Majithia hands over a cheque of
Rs.21 lac to Chief Minister Punjab Mr. Parkash Singh Badal as contribution by
Youth Akali Dal into the Uttrakhand Relief Fund.
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The Guru Granth Sahib is unique in
its thought, expression and the mes-
sage it continues to communicate
centuries after it was written. The
thought is egalitarian, expressed in a
language that can be lucidly under-
stood by the masses and the compo-
sitions are poetic. As Bhai Kahan
Singh’s Mahankosh tells us, the Guru
Granth Sahib contains the bani (sa-
cred compositions, literally utter-
ances) of six Gurus, 15-non Sikh
bhagats (saints) whose bani was in
consonance with the teachings of the
Gurus, 17 bhattas (bards) and four

others. 
Guru Arjan Dev, the fifth Guru of
the Sikhs, had the bani of the first
four Gurus compiled in a manuscript
for which he asked Bhai Gurdas, a
major Sikh theologian, to be the
scribe. It was this manuscript, the
Adi Granth, which was ceremoni-
ously installed in the sanctum sanc-
torum of Harmandir Sahib at
Amritsar in 1604 AD. 
The work of scribing the bani of the
Guru started in the lifetime of the
founder of Sikhism, Guru Nanak
Dev. His compositions were carried
in oral tradition as well as written
down by his followers, even during
his journeys. Guru Arjan started col-

lection the original verses of all the
Gurus. He sent trusted Sikhs such as
Bhai Piara, Bhai Gurdas and Baba
Buddha across the country in search
of original manuscripts. Guru Arjan
made trips to Goindwal, Khadur and
Kartarpur to visit the families of the
previous Gurus. Guru Arjan collected
original manuscripts of the Gurus
from Mohan (son of Guru Amar

Prakash
Utsav of
Sri Guru
Granth
Sahib Ji

On this day Sri Guru Arjan

Dev Ji installed the Adi

Granth Sahib at Harmandir

Sahib (Golden Temple),

Amritsar for the first time.

Baba Budha ji was ap-

pointed the first Granthi

(Priest) on this day at Har-

mandir Sahib. 

Bhai Gurdas ji completed

the Adi Granth Sahib as

dictated by Sri Guru Arjan

Dev Ji in 1604. It took him

nearly 19 years to com-

plete this task. 

Guru Gobind Singh Ji later

added Shabads (holy com-

positions) to the Adi Granth

Sahib and in 1708 affirmed

the Granth as the perpet-

ual Guru of the Sikhs as

'Sri Guru Granth Sahib Ji'

Dr. R.K.Kalra
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Das), Datu (son of
Guru Angad) as
well as Sri Chand
(son of Guru
Nanak).
The Janamsakhis
tell us that Guru
Nanak compiled
Japji and Asa di var
at Kartarpur. He
asked Bhai Lehna
to assist him in 
editing these com-
positions and as
tradition puts it,
Guru Nanak gave
him the pothi
(manuscript) that
had 974 of his
c o m p o s i t i o n s
(Pothi zuban
Angad jog mili). Guru Angad added
63 of his compositions and gave the
corpus to Amar Das, who was to be
the next Guru. He was to add 907
compositions. Guru Amar Das made
his grandson, Sahansar Ram, write
the manuscript. It included the bani
of Guru Nanak Dev, Guru Angad
Dev and Guru Amar Das. The works
of the bhagats were also included in
it. 
The bhagats whose works are con-
tained in the Guru Granth Sahib
came from different regions of India
and wrote in regional languages. The
number of their compositions which
were included is given along with
their names: Kabir 541, Farid 116,
Namdev 61, Ravidas 40, Trilochan 4,
Beni 3, Dhanna 3, Bhikhan 2, Jaidev
2, Parmanand 1, Pipa 1, Ramanand 1,
Sadhana 1, Sain 1, Surdas 1. 
The bhagats were from different re-
ligious denominations. They also be-
longed to different castes, including
the so-called low castes, and came
from different parts of the country
like Uttar Pradesh, Bengal, Maha-
rashtra, Mysore, Sindh, Rajasthan
and Punjab. The bhagat bani gives a
unique ‘inter-religious, inter-re-
gional flavour to the Adi Granth and
the bhagat bani of the Guru Granth

Sahib is a wonderfully catholic, cos-
mopolitan aspect of this scripture. 
While scribing the Adi Granth, Guru
Arjan Dev ensured that the matter
was arranged in a particular order
and that everything was in proper
context. After the Adi Granth was
ready, the manuscript was taken in a
ceremonial procession to Harmandir
Sahib where it was installed. This
original edition of the Guru Granth
Sahib known at that time as Pothi
Sahib was installed on a high pedestal
within the Harmandir Sahib in Au-
gust 1604. Baba Buddha was ap-
pointed as its first Granthi or keeper.
Guru Arjun Dev ji directed that dur-
ing daytime the Adi Granth Sahib
should remain in the Harimandir
Sahib and by night, after, Sohila was
read, the Adi Granth Sahib should be
taken to the room he had built for
himself. As evening advanced by,
Bhai Buddha recited Sohila and made
the concluding ardas or supplication.
The Granth Sahib was closed and
wrapped in silks. Bhai Buddha held
it on his head and marched towards
the chamber indicated by Guru
Arjun Dev ji. The Guru led the sangat
singing hymns. The Adi Granth
Sahib was placed on the appointed
seat, and the Guru slept on the
ground by its side. Daily, in the early

hours of the morning as the stars
twinkle in the pool below, the Adi
Granth Sahib is taken out to be taken
to  Harimandir Sahib and brought by
night to rest in the room marked for
it by Guru Arjun Dev ji. The practice
continues to this day. 
Guru Gobind Singh, after adding 115
compositions of his father, Guru Teg
Bahadur, and Jai Jai vantee Raga to
the extant 30 ragas in the Adi
Granth, proclaimed near the end of
his life that henceforth there would
be no person who would be the Guru
of the Sikhs. The sole Guru would be
the Word enshrined in the Guru
Granth Sahib. Guru Gobind Singh
ended the line of personal Guruship
by investing the Granth Sahib with
the status of eternal Guru and his of-
ficial successor in 1708. Near the end
of his life Bhai Nandlal one of Guru
Gobind Singhs disciples recorded the
Guru’s words as; “He who would
wish to see the Guru, Let him come
and see the Granth. He who would
wish to speak to him, Let him read
and reflect upon what says the
Granth. He who would wish to hear
his word, He should with all his
heart read the Granth.” (Rahitnama) 
Jugo Jug Atal Sahib Sri Guru Granth
Sahib Ji De Parkash Purab Dian
Crore-Crore Wadhian!!
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 Punjab Chief Minister Mr. Parkash Singh Badal called upon
the people to avow for eradicating the social evils of drug addic-
tion, female foeticide, and dowry on one hand and checking en-
vironmental degradation on the other to ensure ‘Punjab as a
clean, green and pollution free state’.

Addressing a mammoth gathering on the state level function
of 67th Independence day after unfurling the tricolor at Guru
Nanak Stadium, Ludhiana the Chief Minister underscored the
need to launch a vigorous awareness campaign to stamp out
these social and environmental maladies from the state so as to
cherish the aspirations of our freedom fighters and patriots, who
dreamt of a nation sans illiteracy, unemployment, poverty and
starvation, in post independence era. However he lamented that
we have miserably failed to fulfill their expectations because as
on today we have not yet been able to provide the basic civic
amenities such as potable drinking water, electricity, sewerage,
roads and health care facilities even after 66 years of freedom.
Mr. Badal said, “It is high time for all of us to do soul searching
to ascertain who is at fault”. 

He said that the state government, despite of limited means,
has made concerted efforts to put the state consistently on the
track of development and prosperity, the core factor of which

was complete peace, harmony and
brotherhood.       

Paying glowing trib-
utes to the great martyrs and
several unsung heroes who
spearheaded several move-
ments to free our motherland

from the yoke of
foreign imperial-
ism, the Chief
Minister said
that the supreme
sacrifices made
by Shaheed Bha-
gat Singh,
Udham Singh,
Lala Lajpat Rai
and Kartar Singh
Sarabha would
ever act as a
lighthouse to
imbibe the spirit
of patriotism and
n a t i o n a l i s m
amongst the fu-
ture generations.

Independence Day Celebrated
with Fervour 

CM
exhorts People to

Launch a Crusade to Bring
an end to Social Maladies and

environmental Pollution
Reiterates Commitment for

Building A ‘new 
Punjab’
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Mr. Badal said that as a humble trib-
ute to these legendary patriots the
state government was constructing
the world class ‘Jang-e-Azaadi’ me-
morial at Kartarpur in Jalandhar, to
showcase the enormous contribution
of Punjabis in the freedom struggle.     

earlier, the Chief Minister ac-
companied by Director General of
Police Mr. Sumedh Singh Saini and
Deputy Commissioner Ludhiana Mr.
Rahul Tiwari, inspected the parade
led by parade commander DSP Mr.
Akashdeep Singh Aulakh and took a
salute during an impressive march
past by 17 contingents of Punjab Po-
lice, Punjab Home Guards, Punjab
Armed Police, 3rd NCC Punjab Girls
Battalion, 19th NCC Punjab Boys

Battalion, Bharat Scouts and Guides
besides the Punjab Police Brass band
and other school bands.  The stu-
dents of various local schools pre-
sented a colourful variety program
including Bhangra, Gidha, Group
Dance, PT show and group singing. 

The Punjab Deputy Chief Minis-
ter Mr. Sukhbir Singh Badal reiter-
ated the resolve of government to
maintain peace in the state at all cost
and warned nefarious and anti-na-
tional elements against creating any
disturbance in the State. 

Addressing the people of Punjab
after unfurling the tricolour in Inde-
pendence Day function at Mohali ,
Mr. Badal said that we have got peace
in the state after decade long sus-

tained efforts of our police forces and
no body would be allowed to fiddle
with the hard earned peace in the
state. He said that Punjab Police was
keeping an eye on all such elements
and would take all possible preven-
tive as well as curative measures to
tackle such elements. 

Lauding the role of security
forces, Mr. Badal said that it was mat-
ter of great appreciation that there
was no major terror attack in the
state as our police force could take
pre-emptive and preventive meas-
ures busting three major militant
modules. Seeking the cooperation of
people in this national exercise, Mr.
Badal said that we have to all work
collectively to foil the designs of
forces to create problem in the state. 

Mr. Badal, who was running high
fever, sat through full function brav-
ing the heavy rain. The rains that
started just after unveiling the flag
continued till the conclusion of cul-
tural program. Addressing the people
Mr. Badal said that during last 66
years the country has witnessed
progress but not to the desired level.
He said that during last 6 years they
moved with a resolve to make Punjab
First Power Surplus State of the
country and was happy that he
would be fulfilling his promise to
people of Punjab by December this

Punjab Committed to Maintain Peace at all
Cost-Sukhbir
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year. Mr. Badal said that the only
aim, with which our government re-
turned to power, was to put Punjab
on high-trajectory growth path. He
said that we have firmed up our plan
for rejuvenation of all sectors includ-
ing rural, urban road infrastructure,
Air Connectivity besides widening
the ambit of social welfare schemes
and promised that within three
years, we would change the total face
of the state. 

Unveiling the new plan for re-
newal of 147 cities of the state, Mr.
Badal said that he has already ap-
proved a three phased program for
overall turnkey development of all
cities that would include 100 percent
water supply and sewerage coverage,
up-gradation of Power distribution
network, 100 percent LeD street
lights, up-gradation and expansion of
internal road network of all cities, in-
tensive coverage of all cities with
CCTv besides providing all citizen
services under one roof. He said that
our government has already set aside
Rs. 40000 crore for this massive pro-
gram and said that within next three
years Punjab is all set to witness total
transformation of urban skyline.

Giving a call to fight the menace
of drugs in the state, Mr .Badal said
that it was unfortunate that Union
Government has failed to perform its
duty to effectively seal Pakistan bor-
der to stop smuggling from across the
border. He said that society has to re-
solve to fight drug menace as we

have already lost one generation to
the drug addiction. 

The Punjab Revenue and Public
Relations Minister Mr. Bikram Singh
Majithia has exhorted the youth to
make concerted efforts to banish the
social evils like drug addiction, fe-
male feticide, dowry, corruption,
poverty, illiteracy, hunger and back-
wardness from the society to take the
country to the pinnacles of develop-
ment thereby realizing the dreams of
our great freedom fighters. Address-
ing a mammoth gathering after un-
furling the National Flag on 66th
anniversary of Independence Day, at
Patiala, Mr. Majithia said that let us
dedicate this historic occasion to
those great souls, who pioneered our
country’s Independence Movement.
He said that we remember them with
reverence and gratitude, not for their
religious, political, language, caste
and creed affiliations, but for the
ninety year saga of sacrifices to real-
ize the singular and noble vision of
heralding an Independent India. He
said that we were also proud of the
fact that despite two percent popula-
tion, the brave Punjabis made 80 per-
cent sacrifices in the nation’s
freedom struggle. He said that differ-
ent movements namely Gadar Lehar,
Kuka Lehar, Gurdwara Sudhar Lehar,
Babbar Akali Lehar, Pagri Sambhal
Lehar and Quit India Movement had
strengthened our freedom struggle
and the Punjab has the proud of
being native land of great martyrs

namely Shaheed-e-Azam Sardar
Bhagat Singh, Kartar Singh Sarabha,
Madan Lal Dhingra, Lala Lajpat Rai   
and Shaheed Udham Singh. 

He said that we should also re-
member the selfless service rendered
by the personnel of the armed forces
and Para-military forces, who were
guarding our frontiers on the land, at
sea and in the air, to keep intact the
hard earned freedom of the country. 

Sh. Hardeep Singh Dhillon, IPS,

CM Announces Remis-
sion for Prisoners on In-
dependence Day

As a goodwill gesture towards
the inmates undergoing imprison-
ment in different jails, the Punjab
Chief Minister Mr. Parkash Singh
Badal announced to grant remis-
sion of sentence from one year to
two months on August 15, 2013
on the occasion of Independence
Day to the inmates who have been
convicted by the criminal courts
in the state.  

The remission of one year was
be granted to the prisoners who
had been awarded imprisonment
from 10 to 20 years.  Likewise re-
mission of 9 months who had
been imprisoned for 7 to 10 years,
6 months in case of 5 to 7 years, 3
months to the prisoners who had
been sentenced for a jail term of 3
to 5 years and 2 months to the
prisoners with less than 3 years on
the Independence Day. 

The remission was granted
only to those prisoners who were
confined in jail on August 15, 2013
and in case of person who had
been sentenced to imprisonment
for a period of 10 years or the good
conduct of the person for the last
five years was taken into consid-
eration. However, the remission
was not be granted to a person
convicted in heinous crimes.  
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ADGP, Intelligence, Punjab and Sh.
Jagdish Kumar, IPS, IGP, Law &
Order, Punjab has been awarded
President’s Police Medal for Distin-
guished Service on the occasion of
Independence Day-2013. 

Besides them, 18 other Police Of-
ficers/officials have been awarded
Police Medal for Meritorious Service.
Meanwhile, Mr. Jasdeep Singh, SP/D,
Amritsar Rural, SI Didar Singh, No.
845/W, CID unit, SBS Nagar and SI
Ram Lal, No. 1339/PAP,PRTC, Ja-
hankhelan have been awarded Chief
Minister’s Medal for Outsatnding
Devotion to Duty. 

The 18 polices officers/officials
who have been awarded Police
Medal for Meritorious Service in-
cludes the names of Sh. Mohinish
Chawla, IPS, DIG, Ferozepur Range,
Ferozepur, Sh. Rajbachan Singh
Sandhu, PPS, SP-cum-ADC to Gov-
ernor, Punjab, Sh. Rajjit Singh, PPS,
SSP, Tarn Taran, Sh. Hardial Singh
Mann, PPS, SSP, Patiala, Sh. Gur-
preet Singh Toor, PPS, AIG, Zonal,
CID, Ludhiana, Sh. Harvinder Pal
Singh, Inspector, State Special Oper-
ation Cell, Amritsar, Sh. Arvinder
Singh, Inspector Incharge, CIA Staff,
Commissionerate Amritsar, Sh. Bal-
bir Singh, Inspector, State Special
Operation Cell, Amritsar, Sh. Anoop

Singh, Inspector, Punjab Police
Academy, Phillaur, Sh. Harbans
Singh, Sub Inspector, Incharge, Anti
Liquor Smuggling and Narcotic Cell,

Ludhiana, Sh. Sanjeev Kumar, Sub
Inspector, Incharge, District Anti
Narcotic Cell, Amritsar Rural, Sh. Se-
hajpal Singh, Sub Inspector, In-
charge, Police Post, City Bassi
Pathana, Distt. Fatehgarh Sahib, Sh.
Kesar Singh, Assistant Sub Inspector,
o/o ADGP, IT&T, Punjab,Chandi-
garh, Sh. Ramji Dass, Assistant Sub
Inspector, RTC, PAP, Jalandhar
Cantt., Sh. Sukhjinder Singh, Assis-
tant Sub Inspector, DPO, Mansa, Sh.
Kuldeep Singh, Assistant Sub Inspec-
tor, Police Post, Kheri Naudh Singh,
Distt. Fatehgarh Sahib, Sh. Karamjit
Singh, Assistant Sub Inspector,
4thIRB, Kapurthala and Sh. Iqbal
Singh, Assistant Sub Inspector, 13th
Battalion, PAP, Chandigarh.

Hall of Fame
President’s Police Medal for Punjab
Police Officers

• ADGP Hardeep Singh Dhillon
and IG Jagdish Kumar Awarded
President’s Police Medal for Dis-
tinguished Service

• 18 Police officials get Police
Medal for Meritorious Service

• 3 Police officials got CM’s Medal
for Outstanding Devotion to
Duty

The Punjab government con-
ferred State Award to 32 personalities
who have earned distinction in vari-
ous fields. The state awards were con-
ferred upon these personalities at the
state level Independence Day func-
tion held at Ludhiana.

Awardees included Mr. Amarjit
Singh Tonna for bravery, Mr Parmjit
Singh for cultural promotion, Jasbir
Kaur Sandhu for Social Service, Mr.
Akarman Singh Shammi for  Health
Services, Mr. Sheetal Prakash for  en-
vironment, Dr. Devaki Nandan Khar
for Patriotism,, Dr. Neelam Sodhi in
the field of  Gynaecology services, Dr
Jagvir Singh in the field of  Surgery,
varinder Kumar Lakhanpal in the
field of  Medical education and blood
dontation, Harpreet Singh Bhandari
in the field of  Traditional Natural
Therapy and Amrik Singh in the field
of  Blood donation. Similarly, Mr.
Gurmukh Singh Lally Art (Music),
Dr. Davinder Singh China Art (Cul-
ture), Ninder Ghuanavi Art (litera-
ture) and Mr. Kewal Dhaliwal for Art
(theatre), whereas Bridg.(retd.) Man-
jit Singh in the field of Computer
training, Dr Mohammad Habib in the
field of   Religion Sikh Research and
Dr. Madhu Prashar in the field of ed-
ucation. 

Amritpal Singh  in the field of
Sculpture /art, Jyoti Saroop in the
field of  Cooperative, Amit Jain in the
field of  Business,, Balwinder Singh
Shammi in the field of  sports, Manjit
Singh Sandhu in the field of  fish
farming, Harsukhpreet Singh in the
field of  Dairy farming, Sikander
Singh Tiwana in the field of Agricul-
ture diversification, Pradeep Kumar
Pardeep Kumar in the field of  Bee
farming, Gurtej Singh in the field of
Agro- Industries, Kewal and Meena
Sharma were awarded for profes-
sional excellence, Dr Sukhpal Singh
in the field of  Rural economics, Dr
Rajwant Kaur (Punjabi) for   preser-
vation of culture and research,  and
Dr. H.S. Dhaliwal was awarded for
meritorious achievements in horti-
culture sector.
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Amritsar : Congratulating the
newly elected Panchs and Sarpanchs
of the various villages, the Chief
Minister Punjab, Mr.Parkash Singh
Badal said that by electing them peo-
ple of villages have entrusted them a
huge responsibility of ushering in an
era of unparalleled development in
the state. He said that the Panchs and
Sarpanchs should join hands with the
state government for this herculean
task by effectively monitoring the
ongoing development works in the
rural areas of the state. “On this
solemn occasion every one of us
should take the pledge to take the
state on the zenith of development
process by ensuring sustainable de-
velopment in every sector”, Mr.
Badal added. 

Reiterating the firm commitment
of the state government to ensure the
well being of the weaker and down-
trodden sections of the society, Mr.
Badal said that state government
would soon widen the ambit of Atta-
Dal scheme by doubling the number
of beneficiaries of this scheme from

current 15 lakh to 30 lakh people.
He said that even in future the state
government would provide Atta-Dal
to the beneficiaries at much more
cheaper rates than the existing Rs 4
and Rs 20 for per kilogram of Atta
and Dal respectively. Mr. Badal cate-
gorically said that the sole aim of ex-
tending this scheme was to ensure
that not even a single person should
starve in the state. 

The Chief Minster further said
that owing to the stupendous efforts
of the state government Punjab
would soon become a Power Surplus
state. Likewise he said that all the vil-

lages of the state would be soon pro-
vided the potable drinking water
adding that 1507 RO System would
be soon installed in the villages. In
the same manner Mr. Badal said that
Rs 349 crore would be spent on the
cleaning of Ponds in the villages. 

The Chief Minister called upon
the farmers to adopt crop diversifica-
tion for preventing the further deple-
tion of precious resources of state on
one hand and to supplement their in-
come on the other. He said that due
the escalating costs of agriculture in-
puts and declining margins of profit,
farming was no longer a profitable
venture. Moreover Mr. Badal said
that with the Union government
drawing its foot back from purchas-
ing the paddy, it was the need of the
hour that Punjab farmers should
adopt crop diversification. 

The Chief Minister said that with
the stupendous hike in the Price of
petrol and diesel along with other
farming inputs, the beleaguered peas-
antry of the state was reeling under a
heavy debt of Rs 32000 crore. He said

Oath Administered to Newly
elected Panchs and Sarpanchs

13047 Sarpanchs and
81109 Panchs take
oath in      special
District level functions
Rs. 24000 crore to be
expended on overall
development of over
13000 villages
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that in this crucial hour it was the
moral duty of the state government
to bail them out by giving them free
power. Mr. Badal said that though
the state was incurring an additional
burden Rs 5000 crore per year for
giving free power to the farmers but
it was nothing before the valuable
contribution made by the peasantry
in making the country self reliant in
food production.   

Mansa

Unfolding his vision for the over-
all development of state in the com-
ing years, the
C h i e f
M i n -

i s t e r
said that
the state govern-
ment has chalked out a comprehen-
sive strategy for developing the
urban and rural areas of Punjab. The
Chief Minister exhorted the newly
elected Sarpanchs and Panchs to play
a vital role in the growth of state by
supporting the Punjab government.
He also called upon them to vow that

they would plant 1000 saplings every
year so that Punjab could be devel-
oped as a green and clean state. 

Bathinda : Administering oath to
newly elected Sarpanchs and Panchs
of Bathinda district, the Chief Minis-
ter said that with the starting of
many ambitious schemes complete
facelift of the state was on cards. Mr.
Badal said that while Rs 1700 crore
would be spent on upgrading and
strengthening of rural road network,
an ambitious project to supply
potable drinking water to every vil-
lage of the state has been embarked

at a cost of Rs 1604 crore. Like-
wise Mr. Badal said that all

the villages of the state
would be soon pro-

vided basic civic
amenities on urban
pattern.  

Congratulating the newly elected
Sarpanchs and Panchs, the Chief
Minister said that people have be-
stowed a huge responsibility upon
them by expressing their faith in
them. He exhorted the Sarpanchs and
Panchs to chalk out a comprehensive
‘four year plan’ to ensure the devel-
opment of villages in a holistic man-
ner. Mr. Badal assured fulsome
support and co-operation to
Sarpanchs and Panchs in this noble
cause. 

Later the Chief Minister and Mrs.
Harsmirat Kaur Badal also handed
over free saplings to the Sarpanchs
and Panchs. 

Ludhiana :Batting for the revision
of formula regarding devolution of
taxes to states, the Punjab Chief Min-
ister Mr. Parkash Singh Badal said
that more funds should be placed at

CM
Exhorts Sarpanchs

and Panchs to Evolve ‘four
Year Plans’ for Holistic Develop-

ment of Villages
Lays Stress on Checking Mi-

gration from Villages To-
wards Cities
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the disposal of states, for ensuring
balanced growth of the country.Lay-
ing stress on the need for strengthen-
ing federalism by increasing
devolution of Central funds, he said
that if more funds were placed at the
disposal of the states an era of unpar-
alleled development could be ush-
ered in them. 

The Chief Minister further said
that despite of being a border state,
Punjab has emerged an epitome of
peace and communal harmony in the
country. He said that the state gov-
ernment has made all out efforts to
ensure peaceful conduction of Pan-
chayat polls in the state whereas
many other states in the country
have witnessed unprecedented vio-
lence during these polls.     

Patiala : Punjab Chief Minister
Mr. Parkash Singh Badal directed of-
ficers of state administration to per-
sonally visit the villages for taking
stock of problems at the grass root
level and thereby finding some viable
solution for mitigating the woes of
the people, with the active support of
Sarpanchs and Panchs. He said that
this would not only help in strength-
ening the democracy at the ground
level but would also go a long way in
ensuring the comprehensive devel-
opment of villages. Mr. Badal said
that further impetus to growth
process in the state could only be
given if due care was given towards
the development of the villages. 

The Chief Minister also directed
the officers to give due respect to the
newly elected Sarpanchs and Panchs
in the matters pertaining to the vil-
lages. He said that the officer must

•     Punjab to engage Independent
Audit Agencies

•     A Separate Wing Would
Oversee the Final Audit to
Maintain Transparency and
Accountability
Punjab Deputy Chief Minister

Mr. Sukhbir Singh Badal concluded
the oath administering functions by
administering oath of office to 821
Sarpanchs and 4560 Panchs of Fer-
ozepur district and said that the
Punjab Government has decided to
conduct bi-annual internal per-
formance audit of funds disbursed
for villages and wards in Punjab.

Mr. Badal said that  it has been
decided to conduct internal per-
formance audit of every single
penny being spent by Panchayats
and Municipal Corporations, Nagar
Councils, Block Samitis and Zila
Parishads to maintain transparency
and accountability. He said that the
administrative and technical func-
tioning in this regards has been
completed and it has made manda-
tory to complete this exercise in an
honest manner besides getting
proper utilisation of funds disbursed
for development purposes. 

Mr. Badal said that with this ini-
tiative would be totally different
from regular audit being conducted
by the Comptroller & Auditor Gen-
eral of India and Punjab is to engage
top independent audit agencies for
this purpose. He said that he has al-
ready ordered Finance department
to finalise the comprehensive policy
in-consultation with other con-
cerned departments so this inde-
pendent audit could be started by
the end of this year.

Mr. Badal said that as per the de-

velopment plan of state government
there would be Rs. 24000 crore ex-
pended on overall development of
over 13000 villages, so that it should
be mandatory to conduct independ-
ent audit of such a huge money for
proper utilization of funds. He said
that under this project 100 percent
sewerage and supply of potable
water for rural population, con-
struction of concrete roads, setting
up of sewerage treatment plants, re-
pairing, widening and construction
of major and links roads, installa-
tion of RO systems, refurbishing of
village schools, community centers,
construction of public toilets be-
sides distribution of sports kits and
setting up of gyms to give a healthy
directions to our youthwould be en-
sured.

earlier before concluding oath
administering series, Mr. Badal in
his enthusiastic speech from dais
said that all the Sarpanchs and
Panchs of Punjab villages should
have a vision to execute the ‘Master
Plan’ prepared by state government
so Punjab CM Mr. Parkash Singh
Badal’s dream of holistic and
planned development of rural belts
could be made true. 

Asking Sarpanchs and Panchs of
Punjab to come with the proposals
regarding pending development in
their respective areas, Mr. Badal
said that he has directed Rural De-
velopment and Panchayats Depart-
ment to send the list of proposed
development projects in villages to
him so he will approve the projects
soon,. He also exhorted the elected
representatives not to throw-away
their energy in petty  politics  rather
work for the cause of people, their
villages and the state.

Biannual Internal Performance Audit
of Funds for villages and Wards-
Sukhbir

Harsmirat Kaur Badal for
Launching a Crusade to Save
environment
Hopes that Newly elected
Women Sarpanchs and
Panchs Would Play a Key
Role in Fighting Against
Prevalent Social Maladies
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accord top priority to the Panchayat
or Sarpanchs and Panchs if they ap-
proach them for any public work. 

expressing concern over the mi-
gration of population from villages
towards the cities, the Chief Minister
said that this was a dangerous trend
which needs to be checked timely.
Mr. Badal said that the first and fore-
most step to check this inclination
was to provide basic civic amenities
to the rural areas at par with the
urban areas. Likewise he said that Rs
1700 crore were being spent on
upgradation of rural roads network
in the state while Rs 1607 crore
would be utilized for providing
potable drinking water to the rural
areas. 

Sangrur : Mr. Badal said that
keeping in view the health and hy-
giene of people in the rural areas the
state government was mulling to
shift the sites of dumping the garbage
and cow dung from the interior of
the villages to specially earmarked
vacant Panchayst lands. Mr. Badal
said that the decision to this would
be taken soon in the upcoming meet-
ing of the Cabinet.The Chief Minis-
ter said that in order to provide 70
litres potable drinking water to every
resident of village per day the Gov-
ernment has also initiated a major
project under which RO systems
were being installed in the villages.

Pathankot : Mr. Sukhbir Singh
Badal, Deputy Chief Miniser Punjab

extending felicitations to the newly
elected Sarpanches and Panches of
the area  Announced Health Insur-
ance for all citizens of Punjab. Mr.
Badal said that Punjab would be the
first state in the country that has an-
nounced this scheme. He also an-
nounced free health insurance of Rs.
30000 for 30 lakh atta daal families.
Mr. Badals said that Health Depart-
ment was tying up with all hospitals
to provide cashless treatment to all
citizens. He said that 108 ambulance
service was performing outstanding
work as it was reaching even re-
motest villages within 20 minutes
and shifting the patients to the near-
est hospitals.

Announcing a development bo-
nanza for Pathankot district, Mr.
Badal said that he has already ful-
filled the demand of residents of this
area for carving out new district and
said that district Administrative
Complex of this new district would
be completed within one year, for
which he has already sanctioned the
funds. He also announced construc-
tion of World Class floodlit stadium
for Pathankot in which world cup
Kabaddi matches would be organized
next year.

Unveiling a development plan of
the state, Mr. Badal said that the
SAD-BJP Government has already
sanctioned Rs. 17000 crore for link-
ing all cities with 4/6 lane express
roads within next two years. He said
that Amritsar-Pathankot Road would
be 6 laned within one year and work
was in the final stage on Pathankot-

Mrs. Harsimrat Badal ,Lok Sabha MP
from Bathinda also called upon the newly
elected Sarpanchs and Panchs to play a proac-
tive role in making a clean and green Punjab
by planting more and more trees.   Mrs. Badal
called upon the Sarpanchs and Panchs of the
villages to launch a crusade against environ-
mental pollution by planting more and more
number of trees. Mrs. Badal who had brought
10000 saplings with her at the venue of the
function said that every Sarpanch and Panch
should plant this sapling to commemorate
their victory on one hand and to avow that
they would make all out efforts to reduce environmental pollution in the
state on the other. She said that due to the active support of people in the
state government’s program to save girl child in Punjab, the girl child sex
ratio has improved in Bathinda and now the time has come when all the
Punjabis must join hands for carving a clean and green Punjab. 

Mr. Bikram Singh Majithia ,Revenue and
Information & Public Relation Minister,
Punjab congratulated the Chief Minister and
Deputy Chief Minister Mr. Sukhbir Singh
Badal for strengthening the democracy at
the grass root level by conducting free and
fair Panchayat polls in the state. Batting for
the enactment of comprehensive need based
schemes for the states, Mr, Majithia said that
only such a formula could ensure balanced
regional development in the country. He

said that it was the need of hour that every state was given equal share of
funds for development without any political considerations. The Minister
while congratulating the newly elected Sarpanchs and Panchs called upon
them to work whole heartedly for the development of the rural areas.    

• Majithia Congratulates
CM and Deputy CM for
Free and Fair Panchayat
Polls
• Demands equal Share
of Development Funds
for every State
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Jalandhar national highways. He said
that new industrial policy gives spe-
cial concessions to those industries
which would be put up in sub-moun-
tain areas and kandi areas of
Pathankot district. Mr. Badal said
that by December this year Punjab
would be the first state in the coun-
try that would be Power surplus as
three thermal plants with combined
investment of Rs. 40000 crore would
become operational in next six
months.           

SAS Nagar (Mohali) : Mr.
Sukhbir Singh Badal,  after adminis-
tering oath of office to Sarpanchs and
Panchs of Sahibzada Ajit Singh Nagar
District, said that people of Punjab
have brought back SAD-BJP Govern-
ment impressed by its Development
Mantra. 

Announcing an ambitious proj-
ect of IT Park to be setup on a piece
of land of 1500 acre, Mr. Badal said
that this IT Park would be best in the
country as state government has al-
ready acquired land for this ambi-
tious project. He said that TCS and
other Multi National Companies
were vying to setup their most mod-
ern centres in the SAS Nagar Com-
plex, where thousands of IT educated

youth would be given jobs. He said
that with the advent of Mohali as IT
city the service sector including re-
ality, hospitality, IT education would
get a big boost.  

Fazilka : Administering oath of
office to Sarpanchs and Panchs of
Fazilka, Mr. Sukhbir Singh Badal
briefed about the pace of industrial
development in the state. Mr. Badal
said that Punjab was progressing in
industrial sector by leaps and bounds
and recently all company heads of
TATA visited the state to explore the
possibilities of industrial expansion.
He said that Punjab Government has
recently unveiled attractive and
unique industrial policy having lots
of incentives for various kinds of in-
dustries. He said that Punjab would
witness massive investments in in-
dustrial sector within few months as
the state government was working
day and night in this regard. 

Giving details about the expan-
sion of ongoing welfare schemes and
development projects of Punjab Gov-
ernment, Mr. Badal said that with
the visionary guidance of Punjab
Chief Minister Mr. Parkash Singh
Badal, state government has prepared
a plan for complete facelift of the

state and the execution of this ambi-
tious project has been started. Mr.
Badal said that Punjab would soon
double the beneficiary of Atta Daal
scheme from 15 lakh families to 30
lakh families besides launching of
Scholarship scheme for meritorious
students of Rs. 30000, employability
allowance of Rs. 1000 to unemployed
graduate youth, Rs. 30,000 cashless
insurance to all 30 lakh Atta Daal
families. 

He exhorted the newly elected
398 Sarpanchs and 2710 Panchs of
the district to come forward for the
overall development of their respec-
tive villages leaving behind the petty
politics to make Punjab further pros-
per and No. 1 state in the country. 

Faridkot : Administering oath of
office to 213 Sarpanchs and 1477
Panchs of the district, Deputy Chief
Miniser Punjab said that Punjab
Government has finalized the pro-
posal of 100 percent sewerage and
potable drinking water for Faridkot,
Kotkapura and Jaito town and the
work on this project would be started
soon. 

Congratulating the Sarpanchs and
Panchs of Faridkot district, Mr. Badal
said that people of Punjab reposing
their faith in the development
agenda of state, have brought back
the ruling alliance.            

Moga : Mr. Sukhbir Singh Badal,
after administering oath of office to
newly elected 344 Sarpanchs and
2457 Panchs of Moga district said
that all the villages of Punjab would
witness the holistic development as
the Punjab Government has con-
structed a special fund of Rs. 10000
crore for this purpose. He said that to
make Panchayats more prompt and
effective, the e-panchayats project
started by Punjab Government
would be completed soon as the 80
percent work has been completed.
He said that all the Panchayats
would be computerized after com-
pletion of this project and Punjab
will become the No. 1 state in the
country having e-Panchayats. 

Mr. Surjit Singh Rakhra, Rural Develop-
ment Minister said that as per the directions
of Chief Minister, the Panchayat elections
across the state were conducted in a free and
fair manner. He said that all the newly
elected Sarpanchs and Panchs should now
join hands for developing the villages by ris-
ing above all the parochial considerations.
Mr. Rakhra said that the state government
was committed for the overall development
of villages and all the villages of the state would be soon connected with the
e-panchayats for effective monitoring of developmental works. 

BDPOs TO ADMINISTeR OATH TO THe LeFT OUT SARPANCHeS
AND PANCHeS

Mr. Surjit Singh Rakhra, Rural development and Panchayat Minis-
ter, Punjab announced that the oath to the left out Sarpanches and Panches
would be administered by the BDPOs.

Mr. Rahhra informed that oath of these Sarpanchs and Panchs could have
not taken due to certain reasons. At the same time he called upon the newly
elected Panchayats to play a proactive role for the overall development of
the villages. He urged them to rise above the narrow factionalism and work
in tandem to make their villages a role model of development.
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The major cities of Amritsar and
Ludhiana are all set to acquire

the internationally recognised Bus
Rapid Transport System (BRTS) with
Deputy chief minister Sukhbir Singh
Badal giving his nod to replicate this
system in Punjab on his visit to
Turkey.  

The official delegation led by
Punjab Deputy Chief Minister Mr.
Sukhbir Singh Badal, conducted an in
depth analysis of the Bus Rapid Tran-
sit System in Istanbul. Mr. Badal had
a long meeting with Istanbul elec-
tricity Tramway and Tunnel’s Chief
Mr. Hayri Baracli, a public sector
company which is operating BRTS in
Istanbul. The company his providing
transport services in Istanbul, a city
of more than 1 crore people, includ-
ing trams, ferries, buses and the
BRTS. It successfully transports more
than 750000 people every day. 

The representatives of company
apprised Deputy CM by giving a
presentation on how the BRTS was
planned, designed, executed and was
being run successfully for the last five
years. They also informed that more
than 450 buses run on this system at

an average speed of 35 KMPH. This
system has reduced vehicular traffic
by four lakh cars in the city as people
prefer travelling on these buses
which were safer faster and cheaper.

The Deputy CM with the team
had a ride on a bus on 52 km long
route of BRTS. Mr. Badal said that
IeTT was also working as a consult-
ant with Lahore Municipal Corpora-
tion to help it plan and design BRTS
in Lahore.

Mr. Badal said that they have
studied the possibilities of BRTS for
Punjab so that the same could be
replicated there. He said that this

model of BRTS would
be introduced in Am-
ritsar and Ludhiana in
its first phase and for
a dedicated corridor
would be created for
plying of these low
floor buses and no
other vehicle would
get an access to this
corridor.

The Deputy CM
said that before leav-
ing for Istanbul, they
had studied the Delhi
model, but it has
failed. He said that
they have also studied
the shortcomings
which were in there
in Delhi model lead-
ing to its failure. Mr.
Badal said that this
successful model of Is-
tanbul will be imple-

mented in Amritsar and Ludhiana in
next two years.

Mr. Badal along with the delega-
tion also had a meeting with an NGO
eMBARQ, which carries out studies
on how to make our roads and trans-
portation system safer for pedestrians
and cyclists in Punjab.  The Deputy
CM said that this was a New York
based company with offices in Istan-
bul and Delhi and this company were
working in with IeTT to make BRTS
safer and secure. The company also
presented a copy of the study carried
out in Istanbul to Mr. Badal.

It is pertinent to mention here
that Mr. Badal along with a delega-
tion of Punjab Government was in
Turkey to study the BRTS and Solid
Waste Management System. The
team included  Mr. P.S. Aujla, Secre-
tary PWD, Mr. A.venu Prasad, Sec-
retary Housing, Mr. Ashok Gupta,
Secretary Local Bodies, Mr. Anurag
Aggarwal, MD PIDB, Mr. Manvesh
Singh Sidhu, Chief Administrator
PUDA, Mr. Ajoy Kumar Sinha, Chief
Administrator GMADA and Mr.
Rakesh verma, Chief Administrator
GLADA.  

Punjab Cities all Set to Get
Bus Rapid Transit System

l Deputy CM Led Delega-
tion Studies the Possibil-

ities of Replicating the

Istambul System 

l Amritsar and Ludhiana
to Witness Replication

of BRTS in First Phase

l Sukhbir Minutely Stud-
ies the Istanbul Electric-

ity Tramway and Tunnel

System 
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Punjab became the first State in
the country to launch a multi-

mode Police helpline for women,
children, senior citizens and NRIs to
attend to their grievances in a time
bound manner.

Punjab Deputy Chief Minister
Mr. Sukhbir Singh Badal while dedi-
cating the toll free 181 Police
Helpline to the people of State, said
this would be the only helpline in
the country which would ensure
complete satisfaction of com-
plainants. “No complaint will be dis-
posed off till the complainant is
satisfied that his grievance has been
addressed”, he said. The Deputy CM
also inaugurated the newly estab-
lished NRI and Women Wing on the
occasion.

Speaking on the occasion Mr.
Badal said the toll free help line as
well as NRI and Women Wings es-
tablished at Mohali in a special cus-
tom designed building, was among
the initiatives taken by the SAD-BJP
government to make the police force
accountable to the people.

explaining how the system would
work , Mr Badal said any citizen

could register his complaint about
delaying tactics of police or in
anonymity complain about drug
abuse, anti social elements or any
problem of lawlessness or corruption
prevailing in any area of the State. He
said in order to ensure complete pro-
fessionalism, the helpline work had
been outsourced to a private com-
pany Ziqitza which would set up a 20
seat call centre with a dedicated clin-
ical psychologist as counsellors to pa-

One of a Kind

Punjab Police Helpline Launched
Punjab Advance Bureau l A Unique Initiative of The

Punjab Government
l Dedicated Help-desks for

Women, Children, Senior
Citizens and NRIs Available
24x7

l Multiple Modes of Contact
over Phone, SMS, Fax,
Email & Web-portal

l 20-seater Punjab Police Call
Centre (PPCC) 
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tiently listen to the ag-
grieved party and come
out with a solution.

The Deputy CM said
that this newly launched
helpline having multiple
modes of contact over
phone, sms, fax, email
and web-portal 24 hours
a day, 7 days a week was
geared up to ensure
quick and easy access to
police for police  sup-
port, assistance and re-
sponse, reporting of
about crime and crimi-
nals as well as follow-up
of complaints made to
different police units/of-
fices.

Giving the details of the Helpline,
the Punjab DGP Mr. Sumedh Singh
Saini said the helpline would aim to
provide “security with dignity” and
that police personnel who would be
manning the 20 seater Punjab Police
Call Centre which will be managed
by Ziqitza had been given extensive
training and were earlier involved in
managing the “108 Ambulance Serv-
ice” in the State.

The DGP said dedicated help-
desks for Women, Children, Senior
citizens and NRIs along with 24x7
availability of professional Coun-
selors’ and psychologists’ were the
highlights of this only-one-of-its
kind initiative. He said another fea-
ture of this helpline would be an as-
sured time-bound response, to be
achieved through persistent follow-
up by Case Coordinators. Independ-
ent Citizen Feedback through a
non-police interface would also be
taken, he added.

Mr. Dinkar Gupta, ADGP Law
and Order said the helpline aimed at
improving the accessibility and ac-
countability of the State police and
enlisting the participation of the
community through their valuable
suggestions and feedback from citi-
zens. He said the helpline could also
help in the reporting of rowdies,

vandalism, drug abuse, eve-teasing
and traffic violations. Mr Gupta said
people reporting malpractices would
be ensured of confidentiality. An-
other feature of this facility is that all
calls would be recorded to ensure
quality of service & discourage mis-
use of this helpline, he added.

The multiple modes of contact
for this helpline include; Dial 181
from phone, SMS at 7696-181-181,
Fax no.-0172-6626181, e.mail-
help@181pph.com and portal-
www.181pph.com. When calling
from abroad, call 0091-172-2298543.
The NRI and Women Wing which
has been integrated with the 181
Punjab Police Helpline shall monitor
all complaints pertaining to NRIs,
Women, Senior Citizens and Chil-
dren received over the Punjab Police
Helpline.

It may be mentioned here that
the existing office of IGP/NRI Affairs
at Punjab Police Headquarters, Sec-

tor-9, Chandigarh has been relocated
and established as an independent
wing in SAS Nagar under an IG rank
officer. IGP NRI & Women Wing
shall be assisted by DIG/NRI and
Women Wing and a team of SPs and
DSPs. eight existing NRI Police Sta-
tions at Jalandhar, Amritsar, Ludhi-
ana, Ludhian Rural, Moga,
Kapurthala, Hoshiarpur and SBS
Nagar shall now work under the di-
rect supervision of NRI and Women
Wing.

The NRI Wing shall be the nodal
authority at the state level for moni-
toring inquiries/investigations in-
volving NRIs, Women, Senior
Citizens and Children. The Wing
shall receive complaints on email-
nri.pbpolice@gmail.com to enable
NRIs to communicate with the Wing
from abroad.

NRIs shall also be able to contact
senior officers of the NRI Wing at
Telephone Nos. 0172-2260042,
2260043. Nodal officers of the rank
of Inspector and above shall attend
to the complaints of the NRIs at the
NRI Wing Headquarters and liaison
with District/Units for redressing
NRIs grievances. The Wing shall
provide a time bound response to
NRIs regarding the status of their
cases through a dedicated case ID
number.

Dial 181 from phone
SMS at 7696-181-181
Fax no.-0172-662618
e.mail-
help@181pph.com 
portal-
www.181pph.com
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Sukhbir
takes up
cause of
Gujarat
farmers

The Chief Minister,Mr.Parkash
Singh Badal made it straight and

clear that Shiromani Akali Dal (SAD)
was committed for safeguarding the
interests of Punjabi farmers in Gu-
jarat. Mr. Badal said that while he
would himself meet the national BJP
President Mr. Rajnath Singh over the
issue, a delegation of SAD under
Deputy Chief Minister Mr. Sukhbir
Singh Badal would take up this mat-
ter with Gujarat Chief Minister Mr.
Narendra Modi besides seeking legal

opinion to pursue this case in
Supreme Court. 

Squarely blaming the Congress
for the crisis faced by the Punjabi
farmers in Gujarat, Mr. Parkash
Singh Badal said that ever since the
inception Congress has always re-
mained anti-farmers in general and
anti-Punjab in particular. He said
that in 1973 a Congress government
of Gujarat had issued a circular that
if any agriculturist from outside Gu-
jarat purchases agricultural land in
that state, he was declared a non-
agriculturist. Mr.Badal said that that
circular was made basis to freeze the
agriculture holding of Punjabi Farm-
ers in Gujarat putting them in this vi-
cious legal tangle. He said that
Congress leaders, who were crying
hoarse on this issue should first apol-
ogise to the nation for sowing the di-
visive seeds of regionalism, putting
Punjabis farmers in a difficult situa-
tion.

The Chief Minister said that it

was on record that only Congress
could formulate such anti-farmer
laws whereas the Shiromani Akali
Dal (SAD) has always fought vehe-
mently for safeguarding the interests
of the farmers. Citing the example of
Wealth Tax, he said that owing to
the crusade of SAD against this bar-
baric tax imposed by the Congress
led UPA government; the Centre was
forced to roll it back. Mr. Badal said
that in the context of Gujarat farmers
also the SAD would fight the political
and legal battle for preserving the in-
terest of Punjabi farmers of Gujarat
from the forefront.

In a clear firm and pro Punjabi
decision, Punjab Deputy chief minis-
ter Sukhbir Singh Badal made the
cause of Gujarat farmers facing dis-
placement from their lands his own
by announcing that he would per-
sonally lead a delegation of Punjab
MPs to Chief Minister Narendra
Modi to plead their case. In another
landmark decision he also an-

A Delegation of Punjab Sikh Farmers of Gujrat Led by Mr Balwant Singh
Ramowalia  Incharge of the S.A.D.(badal) Delhi State meeting the Deputy

Chief Minister Punjab Mr Sukhbir Singh Badal at New Delhi 

Punjab Advance Bureau
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nounced that the State government
would bear the full cost of their legal
battle to retain their lands in the
Supreme Court.

The Deputy Chief Minister, who
met a delegation of farmers from the
Kutch region of Gujarat who called
on him at his residence in Delhi, as-
sured them that the SAD was con-
vinced about the justness of their
cause and would do its utmost to en-
sure relief to them both on the polit-
ical and legal front

To ensure quick relief to the
farmers, who are paying lakhs of ru-
pees as legal fee for every hearing in

the apex court, the Deputy CM di-
rected the State Advocate General to
hire the best and most senior lawyers
to represent them in the Supreme
Court. He also appointed party senior
vice president Balwant Singh
Ramoowalia to coordinate the SAD’s
efforts to win relief for the farmers
on the occasion.

Thousands of Punjabi farmers of
the Kutch area are fighting a legal
battle in the apex court to escape
eviction from their lands at the hands
of the Gujarat government which has
frozen their land holdings by invok-
ing various tenancy and agriculture
land acts. earlier the farmers had
won relief against eviction from the
Gujarat high court but the Gujarat
government chose to appeal against
the high court order in the apex
court.

Jangveer Singh ,Media Adviser to
the Deputy Chief Minister while giv-
ing details of the meeting, disclosed
that the delegation led by Surinder
Singh Bhullar, Satpal Giri, Rajpal
Sandhu Pirthi Singh, Atma Ram and
others laid bare the conspiracy of the
Punjab Congress leaders to use the
plight of the Gujarat farmers to hit
out at the SAD-BJP regime even
though they had done nothing for
them. Bhullar disclosed at the meet-
ing with the Deputy Chief Minister
that forget helping them in their case
in the apex court, the Punjab Con-

gress had not even extended any hu-
manitarian help to them.

Mr Jangveer Singh disclosed that
the Deputy CM consoled the delega-
tion members and assured them that
he understood their plight and that
their sacrifices in transforming the
Kutch landscape from desert fields to
verdant, fertile and highly produc-
tive land would not be allowed to go
waste. Mr Sukhbir Badal assured the
delegation that he believed in firm
affirmative action once he was satis-
fied about the justness of a cause in
direct contrast to “the paper tigers of
the Punjab Congress who were com-
peting against each other to get their
names printed in newspapers even
though they had never met any of
the most affected farmers of the
Kutch region in Gujarat”.

The delegation members on their
part assured Mr Sukhbir Singh Badal
that they did not subscribe to the
statements being made by Punjab
Congress President Partap Singh
Bajwa on their behalf. expressing
faith in the Deputy CM’s capability
to resolve the trickiest of problems
due to his steely will power, Surinder
Bhullar said “now our minds are at
rest as we know a solution is in
sight”.

Meanwhile Mr Balwant Singh
Ramoowalia, who brought the plight
of the Gujarat farmers to the notice
of the Deputy CM, thanked him for

rising to the oc-
casion and tak-
ing a firm stand
that Punjabis
who had given
their life for the
country and the
progress of var-
ious States
should be al-
lowed to
breathe freely
in those States.
“This is the sign
of a true states-
man”, he
added. 

Deputy CM to lead
delegation of Pun-
jab MPs to meet
Narinder Modi
State to provide po-
litical and legal sup-
port to Punjabi
farmers
Will fight the case
of the farmers in
the Supreme Court
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Landmark Decisions of the
Punjab Cabinet 

In a landmark decision the Cabinet
approved Punjab Prevention of

Human Smuggling Rules, 2013 for
regulating the trade of travel agencies
and consultants. These rules envisage
that a person desirous of undertaking
the profession of travel agent or con-
sultant or who is already in this pro-
fession on the date of
commencement of the act will have
to seek a license from the state gov-
ernment by depositing the requisite
documents along with the prescribed
fee. The license valid for five years
would be renewed after the submis-
sion of fee of renewable fee. 

To ensure the development of in-
frastructure in the state, the Cabinet
also gave a go ahead to PUDA for
mobilizing funds to the tune of Rs.
1000 crore from banks/financial in-
stitutions against OUvGL properties.
These funds would give further fillip
to development works in the state. 

The Cabinet also approved to
constitute a cabinet sub-committee
for re-structuring Punjab Water Sup-
ply and Sewerage Board (PWSSB)
under the Chairmanship of the
Deputy Chief Minister Mr. Sukhbir
Singh Badal. This step is being taken
in view of the massive sewerage

works being undertaken in the cities
of the state.

In order to bring in far more pro-
fessionalism in the Cooperative
Banks, the Cabinet also approved
amending section 26 (2) (a) of the
Punjab Cooperative Societies Act,
1961 to vest the power with Govt. for
appointing Managing Directors of the
Central Cooperative Banks also from
amongst the experts in the field of
banking, management and finance. It
may be recalled that the Chairman
and vice-Chairman of the Central
Cooperatives Banks are presently
elected by the respective Board of Di-
rectors (BoDs). Similarly, the Manag-
ing Directors are also elected by the
BoDs. Since the Reserve Bank of
India has now laid down stringent
procedure for granting a license to
the Central Cooperative Banks, de-
viance or non-compliance would ad-
versely affect the refinance from
NABARD. Hence it had become im-
perative to bring efficiency in the
management of these Banks. 

The Cabinet also decided to ra-
tionalize the collection of water rates
by charging the existing water cess @
Rs. 150 per acre per year from the ac-
tual users from canal water only to
the extent of their actual irrigated
area; and further to notify that the

charges of all type of crops should be
recoverable in two equal instalments
of Rs. 75 per acre payable by 31st
May and 30th November respectively
every year and that the above should
continue to be applicable to other
means of irrigation on which the
water rates were presently applica-
ble. 

The Cabinet also decided to im-
pose a uniform forfeiture of fixed
10% of the total amount of the con-
sideration money in case of resump-
tion proceedings. It may be recalled
that as per provision of section 45 (3)
of the Punjab Regional and Town
Planning and Development Act, 1995
in the event of non-depositing the
dues of property in time by the allot
tees, allotment could be cancelled
and 10% of the total deposits be for-
feited. The estate Officers of the var-
ious Urban Development Authorities
forfeited the amount which varies
from 1% to 10% of the consideration
money, and was not in uniformity
and resulted in undue litigation. 

As a befitting tribute to the great
martyr of Goa Liberation Movement
Shaheed Karnail Singh Issru, the
Cabinet also approved to undertake
upgradation of road leading to Issru
village, adding more rooms to the ex-
isting school and also sanctioned re-

Punjab Advance Bureau
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quired money for repair of the ances-
tral home of Shaheed Karnail Singh
Issru at village Issru in district Lud-
hiana.

The Cabinet also gave nod to
keep only 100 meter eco Sensitive
Zone for all the sanctuaries of Pun-
jab. It may be recalled at present re-
strictions regarding eco sensitive
zone was up to 10 KM from bound-
aries of sanctuaries which results that
all cases of establishment of indus-
tries, construction of roads etc. were
sent to GoI for sanction. By restrict-
ing eco Sensitive Zone up to 100
meter, cases pertaining to all depart-
ments need GoI’s sanction within
this limit.

The Cabinet also gave approval to
amend the toll notification issued by
the PWD (B&R) No. S.O. II/P.A.
13/1998/S.R. 2,3 & 4/2004 dated July
8, 2004 under provisions of the Pun-
jab Mechanical vehicles (Bridges &
Roads Tolls) Act, 1998 regarding de-
termining the toll rates to be levied
and collection from certain users of
Highways, Byepasses, Bridges and
ROBs/RUBs (as constructed and op-
erated and maintained through con-
cessionaire). The existing toll policy
(notification) was issued by the state
government more than eight years
back. Now, there was a dire need to
issue new notification in order to en-
sure the best industry practices being
followed by Ministry of Road Trans-
port and Highways (MoRT&H), GoI
and various other state governments
are put in place in the Punjab state
also. The toll notification required a
re-visit to rationalize the prevailing
toll charges and also to bring it on
lines with policies followed by
MoRT&H and other states for ensur-
ing effective and smooth implemen-
tation for development of toll roads
projects on BOT basis.

The cabinet also approved the
scheme for accelerated upgradation
of state roads by raising funds to the
tune of Rs. 1000 crore from financial
institutions through Punjab Road
and Bridges Development Board to

improve the crust thickness and rid-
ing quality of the roads. The roads
would be executed with long term
maintenance liabilities. After com-
pletion of upgradation, the roads
would be put to tolling contracts and
the revenue thus received through
toll system would be utilized in re-
payment of loan to financial institu-
tion/banks. 

The cabinet also gave green signal
to start Government College for Girls
at Jalalabad (district Fazilka) and
Government College at Amargarh
(district Sangrur) from the current
academic session to uplift the stan-
dard of higher education in Punjab.
Both Fazilka and Sangrur were edu-
cationally backward districts with
the very low gross enrollment ratio.
With the opening of these colleges,
the long standing demand of the res-
idents of the areas would be fulfilled
one hand and the students of SC, BC
and other poor communities would
get more opportunities of receiving
higher education at affordable fee on
the other.   

The Cabinet also okayed the Pun-
jab Agricultural (Group-A) Services
Rules, 2013. It may be recalled that
the Punjab Agricultural (Group-A)
Service is presently governed 1975
Rules and thereafter new posts have
been created in different wings of
Agriculture Department and names
and  designated of many posts have
also changed. The new rules now
provide for segregation of the cadres
and provide for a clear line of promo-
tion on the basis of seniority-cum-
merit.

The Cabinet also gave green sig-
nal to transfer 83 acres of land of
Punjab State Industries export Cor-
poration (PSIeC) to the Jail depart-
ment for the construction of District
Jail over this land at Goindwal Sahib
in Taran Tarn district. In lieu of this
land, the Jail department would
transfer 78 acres out of 278 acres of
its land in Open Jail Nabha to the
PSIeC for the construction of Indus-
trial Focal Point. From the remaining

200 acres land the Jail department
would transfer 100 acres of land to
Punjab Urban Development Author-
ity (PUDA).

The Cabinet also approved a ra-
tionalized induction and promotion
policy for outstanding sports persons
in the Police department. Any
sportsperson winning Gold, Silver,
Bronze medal in Asian, Common-
wealth, World Cup and Olympics
would be offered Class-1 post in the
State Police department. Any police-
man earning medals in the National
Police Games or other National level
Games would earn points which
would enable him to earn acceler-
ated promotion.  

l Green Signal to Punjab
Prevention of Human
Smuggling Rules, 2013

l Cabinet Sub-committee
Under Deputy CM Consti-
tuted for Restructuring of
PWSSB 

l Nod to Amend Punjab Co-
operative Societies Act,
1961 to Bring in More
Professionalism in Coop-
eratives Banks

l Shaheed Karnail Singh
Issru's Ancestral Home to
be Refurbished 

l eCO Sensitive Zone for all
the Sanctuaries of Punjab
Reduced from 10 KM to
100 Meters

l Government College for
Girls at Jalalabad and Gov-
ernment College at Amar-
garh to Start from Current
Academic Session

l Go Ahead for Rationalized
Induction and Promotion
Policy for Outstanding
Sports Persons in the Po-
lice Department
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Tarlochan Singh, the Jathedar
(head) of Takht Keshgarh Sahib,

the second most important Sikh
shrine after Harmandar Sahib
(Golden Temple), died after a heart
attack .He was the head of the shrine
located at Anandpur Sahib. The
Keshgarh Sahib shrine is famous as

the birthplace of the 'Khalsa Panth',
the modern-day Sikh religion.It was
at Anandpur Sahib on April 13, 1699
that the tenth Sikh master, Guru
Gobind Singh, baptised the first five
Sikhs (Panj Piaras) and founded the
Khalsa

Describing Jathedar Giani Tar-
lochan Singh as a great personality
and an eminent Sikh scholar, Punjab
Chief Minister Mr. Parkash Singh

Badal tsaid that services rendered by
Giani ji for the well being of Sikhism
would always act as a 'lighthouse' to
inspire the humanity. Badal said Tar-
lochan Singh was a great Sikh scholar
who propagated the tenets of Sikhism
far and wide.

Paying floral tributes to Jathedar
Takht Sri Kesgarh Sahib Giani Tar-
lochan Singh Ji on his Antim Ardaas
at Diwan Hall, the Chief Minister
said that with the untimely death of
Giani Ji, a huge void has been created
in the Sikh Panth that could never be
fulfilled in the near future. He said
that Jathedar Sahib's entire life was
devoted to the cause of humanity in
general and that of Sikhism in partic-
ular. Recalling the supreme services

Jathedar
Giani 
Tarlochan
Singh : A
Lighthouse
of 
Humanity  
Punjab Advance Bureau
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rendered by Giani Tarlochan Singh
ji, Mr. Badal described him as a great
Sikh scholar who propagated the
tenets of Sikhism in every nook and
corner of the world through his reli-
gious discourses.

Likewise the Chief Minister said
that Jathedar Sahib Ji spearheaded
the campaign against the social mal-
adies like drug addiction, female
foeticide and environmental pollu-
tion besides playing a pivotal role in
sensitizing the people against these
maladies. Mr. Badal also said that
Giani Ji spent a major part of his life
in Sri Anandpur Sahib during which
he played a key role in the develop-
ment and growth of the entire re-
gion. "Giani Ji’s death is a huge
personal loss to me as I often con-
sulted him on several religious and
social matters" he added.

The Chief Minister said that
Giani Ji was an ardent supporter of
communal harmony, universal
brotherhood and fraternity due to
which he was very popular amongst
masses and was highly revered by
people belonging to all the religions.
He said that Giani Ji's family was a
panthic family and the state govern-
ment, SGPC and Shiromani Akali
Dal (SAD) along with the entire Sikh
community were solidly behind
them. 'Any order given by the family
of Jathedar Sahib Ji will be fulfilled
by the state government', Mr. Badal
added.

Paying rich tributes to Jathedar
Giani Tarlochan Singh Ji, Deputy
Chief Minister and President of Shi-
romani Akali Dal (SAD) Mr. Sukhbir
Singh Badal said that untimely death
of Giani Ji was a huge loss to the
whole Sikh community. He said that
in his entire life Giani Tarlochan
Singh Ji not only preached the name
of God but he also dedicated his life
for serving the mankind and human-
ity. Mr. Sukhbir Singh Badal said that
due to the untimely death of Giani
Tarlochan Singh the whole of the
Sikh community was in profound
grief and sorrow.

Later, the Chief Minister and
Deputy Chief Minister also presented
a turban to Advocate Hardev Singh,
the son of Jathedar Giani Tarlochan
Singh Ji.  

Shiromani Gurdwara Parbandhak
Committee President Jathedar Avtar
Singh Makkar also expressed grief
over the untimely death of Jathedar
Giani Tarlochan Singh who passed
away following a cardiac arrest.The
SGPC offices remained closed for the
day and the prayers were held for the
departed soul. Jathedar Makkar said
with the untimely demise of Giani
Tarlochan, the panth has received a
major jolt as it lost the valuable per-
son who had vast knowledge of the
religious affairs.

Historic Khalsa College Govern-
ing Council (KCGC) also expressed
grief over the untimely demise of
JathedarGiani Tarlochan Singh.
KCGC honorary secretary Rajinder
Mohan Singh Chhina said that the
services of Jathedar Tarlochan Singh
to the panth were priceless and the
community has lost one of its most
respected religious leaders. He re-
called Giani Ji as soft spoken person
who was part of the many significant
decisions taken at Akal Takht relat-
ing religious issues confronting the
panth.

Prominent amongst those present

on the occasion included Jathedar
Akal Takht Sahib Giani Gurbachan
Singh, Jathedar Takht Sri Damdama
Sahib Giani Balwant Singh
Nandgarh, Jathedar Takht Sri Patna
Sahib Giani Iqbal Singh, Head of Sant
Samaj Baba Harnam Singh, Cabinet
Ministers Mr. Surjit Singh Rakhra,
Mr. Sarwan Singh Phillaur and Mr.
Madan Mohan Mittal, Chief Parlia-
mentary Secretary Mr. Sohan Singh
Thandal and Chaudhary Nand Lal,
MLAs Bibi Jagir Kaur, Dr. Daljit
Singh Cheema and Mr. Surinder
Singh Bhullewalrathan, Rajya Sabha
MPs Mr. Balwinder Singh Bhunder
and Mr. Avinash Rai Khanna, State
BJP President Mr. Kamal Sharma,
former President Delhi Sikh Gurd-
wara Management Committee
Jathedar Avtar Singh Hitt besides
several religious leaders and mem-
bers of SGPC

Giani Ji was an ardent
supporter of communal
harmony, universal broth-
erhood and fraternity.

He propagated the
tenets of Sikhism in every
nook and corner of the
world through his religious
discourses.
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CM takes    
stock of
flood-h i t
areas

In a major relief to the flood af-
fected farmers, the Punjab Chief

Minister Mr. Parkash Singh Badal
announced to defer the recovery of
crop loans of the Co-operative soci-
eties thereby converting their short
term crop loans into medium term
crop loans in order to ease out pres-
sure of repayment on them.

An announcement to this regard
was by Mr. Badal after undertaking a
whirlwind tour to the flood affected
areas in the sub divisions of Ajnala in
Amritsar District and Dera Baba
Nanak in Gurdaspur district besides
Dhusi Bandh (Gatti Harike) over
river Satluj in district Tarn Taran to
take stock of the situation on the
spot.

The Chief Minister visited these
areas and interacted with the people

to intensify the relief and rehabilita-
tion measures. The Chief Minister
ordered to immediately conduct spe-
cial Girdawri for assessing the loss
caused to the standing crops besides
survey to ascertain the damage
caused to house property in these
flood ravaged areas due to heavy
rains in the upper reaches of Ravi,
Beas and Satluj. Mr. Badal asked the
FCR to instruct all the Deputy Com-
missioners especially in the flood af-

fected areas to get girdawri executed
by the revenue officials under direct
supervision of an officer not below
the rank of PCS so that proper assess-
ment of the entire damage could be
done and adequate compensation to
the flood affected victims be dis-
bursed accordingly.  Mr. Badal as-
sured the people that the extensive
damage caused to the public installa-
tions would be undertaken on the
priority besides strengthening the

Inspects restoration work
Defers recovery of crop loans
in flood hit areas
Orders special girdawri to
accesses the damage crops

Assures Rs. 161 crore proj-
ect for strengthening the
embankments of Ravi
Terms Centre's criteria of

fixing compensation for
flood affected regions a
'farce' 
Pleads for revision of
calamity norms 

Ruchi Kalra
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flood protection works immediately
after the water recedes by the district
administration in tandem with PWD
(B&R), Mandi Board, Water Supply
and Sanitation and PSPCL.

At village Gati Harike on the de-
mand of residents of the nearby vil-
lages, the Chief Minister announced
that the state government would
soon construct the four kilometer
stretch of road on Dhussi Bundh.
Later talking to the media persons
the Chief Minister said he would
soon take up with the Government of
India to immediately revise the nat-
ural calamity norms to ensure ade-
quate compensation to the affected
people by such calamities of and on.
Mr. Badal pointed out that State Gov-
ernment had already hiked the com-
pensation from Rs. 3000 to Rs. 5000
per acre to bail out the people af-
flicted with such natural calamities.

The Chief Minister announced
appreciation letters to Deputy Com-
missioner Amritsar and SDM Ajnala
who did good work in preventing
breach of advance bundh and inun-
dation of 11000 acres of land dis-
placement of many people. 

Answering the query pertaining
future flood control measures, Mr.
Badal informed that Rs 161 crore
proposal for strengthening the em-
bankments and other flood control
measures in the region has been for-
warded by the drainage deptt. and
the same would be implemented
soon after the reviewal by the offi-
cials concerned. 

Conceding to the demands of the
locals, Mr. Badal gave an immediate
consent to the construction of Pan-
toon Bridge on Ravi in Ajnala Sector. 

Terming the criteria of Union
government for fixing the amount of
flood relief to the flood affected areas
as a farce, the Punjab Chief Minister
Mr. Parkash Singh Badal said that the
need of the hour was to revise these
norms in the larger interest of the
people especially those living in flood
prone areas. 

The Chief Minister said that the
Union government had fixed the
norms irrationally which were too
inadequate to compensate anyone af-
fected by floods or any other natural
calamity. 

Realizing the woes faced by the
people in this difficult time, the Chief
Minister said that he had already or-
dered to defer the recovery of crop
loans of the Co-operative societies
thereby converting the short term
crop loans of farmers into medium
term crop loans in order to ease out
pressure of repayment on them.  Mr.
Badal said that he had even asked the
officers to recover the loans in easy
installments to relieve the farmers of
enormous financial burden on ac-
count of repayment. He said that
Punjab being a welfare state, was
concerned about safeguarding the in-
terests of the farmers who had made
the country self reliant in food pro-
duction. 

Punjab Chief Minister Mr.
Parkash Singh Badal sought the per-
sonal intervention of Prime Minister
Dr. Manmohan Singh for fixing the
amount of compensation for flood
ravaged regions of the state at the

rate of Rs 20000 per acre. 
Interacting with the media per-

sons after visiting the two flood af-
fected villages of Sri Muktsar, the
Chief Minister said that he had writ-
ten a letter to Dr. Manmohan Singh
for revising the criteria of fixing the
relief amount in regions inflicted
with any natural disaster so that the
victims of these tragedies could be
duly compensated. Mr. Badal said
that he would soon personally meet
the Prime Minister to immediately
take a call on this. He said that the
problems faced by the victims of
these natural tragedies could be un-
derstood only after visiting the areas
due to which he had spent four days
in the flood devastated regions, so as
to acquaint himself about all the
hardships faced by the people. 

The Chief Minister said that the
farmers of these regions were the
most affected as their crops, which
were ready for harvest, have been ei-
ther washed away or destroyed in the
floods, so special attention should be
paid to give solace to them. Mr. Badal
said that he would apprise the Prime
Minister about the ground realities
and urge him to help the peasantry of
the state by raising the amount of
compensation, which was too meagre
and inadequate to bail the farmers in
this hour of crisis. He said that it was
the high time that the Government
of India (GoI) should lend a helping
hand to the hard working and re-
silient farmers of the state who had
played a vanguard role in making the
country self reliant in food produc-
tion and were now feeling disen-
chanted with centre’s blatant neglect
to their woes. 

The Chief Minister said that in
order to avert any such tragedy in the
future a complete overhaul of the
Drainage system of the state was on
cards. Mr. Badal said that he had
asked the Drainage department to
prepare a ‘master plan’ of the all the
flood affected regions before the next
monsoon season so that havoc due
the rain water could be avoided in
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future. He said that the offi-
cers of the drainage depart-
ment have been asked to
minutely examine the need
for constructing new drains
and link drains besides the re-
quirement for widening and
strengthening of the existing
drains so as to save the people
from the fury of floods. 

The Chief Minister fur-
ther said that the process of
reconstructing the damaged
infra structure in the flood af-
fected regions of the state
would also be initiated soon
for which the necessary di-
rections have been passed to
the respective district admin-
istrations. He said that efforts
for relief and reconstruction
of the flood victims were also
going on in full swing and
teams of Health and Animal
Husbandry department have been
pressed into service to provide qual-
ity medical facilities to the human
beings and Cattle respectively.

Sukhbir Deputes Nodal 
Officers to Oversee the 

Relief Work in the Flood Af-
fected Areas

The Punjab Deputy Chief Minis-
ter Mr. Sukhbir Singh Badal, who

conducted intensive touring of Flood
Affected villages of Fazilka and Jalal-
abad areas  issued directions to ap-
point Nodal Officers for each flood
affected village to expedite the relief
and compensation to the affected
people.

Addressing the flood affected
people after conducting the survey of
26 affected villages of this area, Mr.
Badal said that Punjab Government
has already requested Bhakra Beas
Management Board to regulate the
discharge in the Satluj river so that
further escalation of floods in this
area could be checked. They had
been also requested to issue advance
warning to the district in-charge so
that people in low lying area could be
safely evacuated to upper regions. 

Asking Deputy Commissioner
Fazilka Mr. Basant Garg to draw up a
comprehensive plan for flood af-
fected villages, Mr. Badal said that
each village would have one Nodal
Officer, who would coordinate the
relief operations, distribution of
compensation besides providing
medical aid to the ailing. He said that
it would be the sole responsibility of

nodal officer to look after the needs
of flood affected village allocated to
him. 

The Deputy CM ordered the ex-
peditious completion of Girdawari
(estimation of loss) and said that Gir-
dawari should be completed imme-
diate after water recedes so that
timely compensation could be pro-
vided to the affected. He also issued
instructions for Girdawari of loss to
property, livestock and other losses
suffered by the affected villagers. 

expressing concern over shortage
of green fodder, Mr. Badal said that
he has already issued instructions to
all districts to rush green fodder and
animal feed to the flood affected dis-
tricts. He said that Animal Hus-
bandry Department has been asked
to rush veterinary doctors to the af-
fected villages to vaccinate the live-
stock and the Health Department has
been asked to organize the camps to
provide immediate medical relief to
the flood affected population. In-
structions have been issued to dis-
tribute chlorine tablets in the villages
so that outbreak of waterborne dis-
ease could be checked. 

·       BBMB Requested to Reg-
ulate Discharge in Satluj to
Check the Situation 

·       Orders early Completion
of Girdawari and Suitable
Compensation for Flood
Hit 

·       Asks Shifting of Flood Af-
fected People in Safe
Camps

·       Districts asked to Rush
Green Fodder to Flood Af-
fected Districts

·       Health Department Told
to Organise Medical Camps 
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Mrs Harsimrat Kaur Badal, Mem-
ber Parliament and patron of

Nanhi Chaan Campaign while felicitat-
ing the masses on the auspicious occa-
sion of Rakshabandhan, made an
emotional appeal to the public to save
the Girl Child and the Trees. She said
that as per our rich culture and tradi-
tion on Rakshabandhan we celebrate
and strengthen the pious bond be-
tween brother and sister wherein sis-
ters tie sacred thread on the wrist of
their brothers who in turn promise to
save them and their honour. She said
that in ancient times people also used
to tie sacred thread around trees,
which manifests the importance of
trees for the human existence. So, on
this Rakshabandhan “let us develop a
sense of Raksha, ie protection not only
for our sisters but also for environ-
ment.”  She said that it is a stark reality
these most revered species of trees are
now in danger due to indifference and
carelessness of the society. 

Mrs. Badal further said that the fes-
tival also reminds us to renew our re-
solve to eradicate the unethical
practice of female foeticide. She said
that “Nanhi Chaan” has already been
launched successfully in Punjab to ini-
tiate a crusade against the evils of fe-
male foeticide and deforestation. She
proudly said that this initiative has
borne fruit as the female sex ratio has
improved considerably in Punjab. She
said that besides registering a growth
in female sex ratio the literacy in Pun-
jab has also gone up. Quoting the data
recently released by the Census De-
partment, GOI, she said that Punjab
has registered a 6.1 per cent increase in
literacy rate. She said that Punjab has
proudly surpassed the national average
literacy rate of 73 per cent by Punjab
registering an average literacy rate of
75.8 percent. She informed that the
gap between the male and female lit-

eracy which was 11.8% in
2001 has gone down to
9.7% in 2011.

Lauding the welfare
schemes launched by
Punjab Government like
Mai Bhago vidya Scheme,
Reservation of Single Girl
Child for higher educa-
tion, Free education, Sh-
agun Scheme, Bebe
Nanaki Ladli Beti Kalyan
scheme and Mata Kausha-
laya Kalyan scheme, she
said that it is the result of
continuous efforts of gov-
ernment that Hoshiarpur,
once the most backward
district of the State has
now registered 84.6 per
cent literacy rate which is
highest among all the dis-
tricts of Punjab. 

Appreciating the contribution of
general masses to Nanhi Chaan Cam-
paign, the Member Parliament said
that with the effective launch of this
campaign, the Punjab has improved
the child sex ratio (0-6). Mrs. Badal
said that Punjab Government has fi-
nalised the plan to provide cycles to 1.5
lac girl students in the state and for this
purpose an estimated Rs. 47 crore
would be expended. She said that Pun-
jab Government was paying special at-
tention to motivate girls towards
higher studies and for this purpose it
has initiated several scholarship
schemes.  

Divulging the details of other girl
child specific welfare schemes she said
that Bebe Nanaki Ladli Beti Kalyan
scheme caters to depositing Rs. 15,000
on the birth of a girl child, Mai Bhago
vidya scheme provides bicycles to girls
studying in class 9th and 12th in gov-
ernment schools and Mata Kaushalaya
Kalyan scheme provides cash assis-

tance for deliveries in government
hospital. She said that Punjab govern-
ment's other ambitious schemes in-
clude 1 per cent quota in all the
polytechnics, ITIs and engineering
colleges for single girl child besides
providing free school education  to
girls up to 12th standard. 

Reiterating the need to transcend
Raksha Bandhan from the limits of
family to cover the entire society and
the environment, Member Parliament
from Bathinda said that in the changed
scenario Rakhi now symbolizes the
protection and nurturing of the Girl
Child and the Trees. She urged the
masses to take pledge on the occasion
of Rakhi to protect Kukh and Rukh

Rakhi Now Symbolizes Protection of
“Kukh and Rukh”

Celeberate rakhshabandhan by de-
veloping a sense of raksha not only
for sisters but also for environment
Welfare schemes of the Punjab

government instrumental in im-
proving the plight of girl child
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The Punjab Cabinet gave nod for
the revised policy for regulariza-

tion of unauthorized colonies with
an emphasis on simplified procedure
and reduction in the rates of compo-
sition and regularization fees. A de-
cision to this effect was taken in a
Cabinet meeting chaired by the Pun-
jab Chief Minister Mr. Parkash Singh
Badal  at Punjab Bhawan.

Under the revised policy of regu-
larization of unauthorized colonies,
the composition fee for regulariza-
tion of such colonies has been linked
with collector rate to remove the am-
biguity among different zones. Now
0.5% of the collector rate (as on April
1, 2013) would be charged for com-
pounding of colonies established be-
fore 2007 with the minimum cap of
Rs. 25000/- per acre and maximum
Rs. 1.00 lac per acre and 2% of the
collector rate would be charged for
colonies established after 2007 with
the minimum cap of Rs. 1.00 lac per
acre and maximum cap of Rs. 5.00 lac
per acre. However, the charges for
colonies having area above 20 acres,
the composition fee would be 5% of
the collector rate for colonies estab-
lished after August 17, 2007. The res-
idential plots measuring up to 50 sq.
yards in all the residential colonies

and plots up to
100 sq. yards
in slum areas
shall be ex-
empted under
this policy. 

S e p a r a t e
rates have
been fixed for
regularization
of industrial
and commer-
cial colonies

and plots/ buildings. The regulariza-
tion charges for plots/buildings have
also been reduced. To establish the
percentage of sale of plots, the sale
deed as well as the registered full and
final payment agreement shall be
considered. By linking the composi-
tion fee with collector rates the am-
biguity created by establishing
different zones in the earlier policy
had also been removed. Overlapping
of two zones would not be any prob-
lem in this policy.

Under the revised policy, a provi-
sion of easy payment in instalments
has been made. Now the colonizer
does not have to pay 25% of the total
charges along with application and

he can deposit 10% of the total
charges along with application and
rest 15% charges shall be paid within
30 days from the date of application

submitted by him. The composition
fee for regularization of unautho-
rized colonies falling under category
A-III has been reduced from 25% of
the total composition fee to 10%
keeping in view the fact that in this
case the colonizer has to pay CLU,
eDC, SIF charges etc. as per present
rates to get license for the colony.
The provision for self-certification
and simplified procedure has also
been made with which the plot hold-
ers/building owners in unauthorized
colonies could get their plots/build-

Regularisation of Unauthorised Colonies
Revised Policy Notified

Ruchi Kalra

l Would Have to Apply

Within 45 Days for Reg-

ularization

l Regularization Charges

Slashed to Facilitate

General Public 

l Revised Policy Would

approve only the Unap-

proved Colonies/ build-

ings Constructed 

Regularization charges in case of residential plots/ buildings in
unauthorized colonies developed before and after 17/08/2007:- 



ings regularized by paying charges
fixed under this policy even if the of-
fence of the Colonizer has not been
compounded so far. The last date for
submission of applications would be
within 45 days from the date of no-
tification of this policy. 

This Policy has been framed with
the objectives including to bring all
unauthorized colonies/buildings into
planning framework and to regular-
ize the development, facilitating im-
plementation of Master Plan’s land
uses, improving the circulation pat-
tern of streets/roads, providing basic
amenities to residents/plot holders of
these area besides making provisions
to compound offences made under
the relevant acts.  

The policy envisages compulsory
application for regularization by de-
velopers of unauthorized colonies/
owners of plots/buildings for com-
pounding/regularization of layout/
plots within 45 days of notification of
this policy. 

The colonies have been catego-
rized into three groups including
where 65 percent area has been sold,
where 35 to 65 percent area has been
sold and where less than 35 percent
area has been sold. The composition
fee for regularization of unautho-
rized colony constructed before 17-
08-2007 would be 0.5 % of collector
rate as on 01-04-2013 subject to min-
imum of Rs. 25000 and maximum of
Rs. 1 lakh per acre. For unauthorized
colonies constructed after 17-08-
2007, the fee would be 2 % of collec-
tor rate subject to minimum of Rs. 1
lakh and maximum of Rs. 5 lakh per
acre.  To facilitate the public 10 % of
total composition fee would be real-
ized along with application, 15%
within one month of application and
75 % in three equal six monthly in-
stallments along with 12% interest.
A rebate of 5 % would be allowed if
composition fee is paid in lump sum
at the time of application. The new
policy has slashed regularization
charges especially for the small plot
holders and poor giving major relief
to all sections of the society. 

Important Notes include:
•  The industrial plots/ buildings

shall be charged at half the rates
as fixed for residential plot/ build-
ings in the above table and insti-
tutional plot/ buildings shall be
charged at par with residential
plots/ buildings. 

•   The plot size as mentioned in the
registered sale deed or full and
final payment agreement on
stamp paper shall be considered
for levying regularization charges
even if the plots is owned jointly
by more than one owner, i.e., the
rates will not be calculated ac-
cording to the share of the co-
owners in registered sale deed or
agreement, rather this calculation
will be done on area transaction
involved in the sale deed/ agree-
ment. 

•    The composition fee/ regulariza-
tion charges on buildings shall be
charged proportionately to the
use of the building, i.e., as per the
percentage of area used for resi-
dential, commercial, institutional
use shall be charged accordingly. 

• In addition to regularization
charges for plots the composition
fee on unauthorized buildings
shall be charged as under: 

i) Residential Rs 12.50/- per sq ft
of covered area

ii) Other buildings Rs 25.00/- per sq
ft of covered area

•         Regularization charges and
composition fee on buildings only
shall be retained by the Depart-
ment of Local Government, Pun-
jab, if the site falls within
municipal limits and by the con-
cerned Development Authority, if
the site falls outside MC limits. 

•         In case of illegal colonies,
where building plans have al-
ready been approved by the Com-
petent Authority or where NOC
has been issued after receiving
eDC/ SIF in that case, the regular-
ization charges as mentioned in
the above tables shall not be
charged. 
But for future, to have strict con-
trol on the development of unau-
thorized colonies and building
activity the stringent legal provi-
sions are being made which pro-
vide seven years imprisonment
and with a fine which may extend
to Rupees five lakhs on conviction
of the Colonizer of an unautho-
rized colony. Under the proposed
provisions, unauthorized build-
ings in an unauthorized colony
shall not be sanctioned water sup-
ply, sewer or electric connection,
no Registrar or Sub–Registrar
shall register their sale deed or
any other document regarding
the sale of that plot or building
besides the building shall be liable
for demolition.
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Regularization charges in case of commercial plots/ buildings in
unauthorized colonies developed before and after 17/08/2007:- 
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Now, residents and tourists will
find the streets on the way to

the Golden Temple spic-and-span.
All courtesy goes to the Municipal
Corporation authorities, which intro-
duced a unique "night sanitation"
drive for the first time in the city
today. This also qualifies Amritsar to
be the first city in the state to start
this novel concept. 

The drive was kicked off by Cab-
inet Minister Punjab, Mr.Bikram
Singh Majithia. This drive will be a
constant affair between 10 pm and 3
am.

Amritsar is known as an interna-
tional tourist destination. Thousands

of tourists visit the holy shrine of
Golden Temple every day;yet the
main criticism it has to face is the
lack of hygiene and cleanliness on
the streets. Taking this into consider-
ation, the Municipal Corporation
took initiative to start night sanita-
tion so that the pilgrims as well as
residents should start their day in
clean and hygienic environment.

A Chandigarh-based sanitation
company had been hired for the job.
Around 40 workers with four
garbage-lifting trolleys would be de-
ployed for the job of cleaning the
streets and sprinkling water there-
after.

In the first phase, all the roads
leading to the Golden Temple would
be covered. The first route would be
from the Hall Gate to the Golden
Temple, which would cover the
Hathi Chowk, Fuwarah (fountain)
Chowk, Jallianwala Bagh streets, etc.
The second route would include
Ghanta Ghar Chowk to Mai Sewa
Bazaar, which covers the whole Gal-
liara. The third route would be
Ghanta Ghar Chowk to the Sakan-
dari Gate and the fourth route would
be Gurdwara Baba Atal Sahib.The
roads leading to religious places are
on the priority list. After the Golden
Temple routes, the service may be
extended to the Durgiana Mandir
routes.

Others present on the occasion
included Chief Parliamentary Secre-
tary Inderbir Bolaria, BJP district
president Kamal Sharma, other sen-
ior BJP leaders like Balram ji Das
Tandon, Rajinder Mohan Chhina,
Senior Deputy Mayor Avtar Singh
Trukkanwala and SAD district presi-
dent Upkar Singh Sandhu.

Night sanitation
launched in the 
Holy city 
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Sonalika International Tractors
plans to enhance the capacity of

tractor units at its Hoshiarpur plant
by investing Rs.500 crores. In addi-
tion Rs.200 crores will also be in-
vested in its equipment division to
expand its production.

Thanks to the condusive socio en-
vironment for the production in
Punjab says AS Mittal vice chair-
man, Sonalika group. “By December
next year, we will double the capac-
ity at Hoshiarpur (Punjab) from pres-
ent 75000 to 1.5 lac units” 

After the completion of expan-
sion Sonalika shall become India’s
largest integrated tractor plant under
one roof. 

It has become possible now only
due to Punjab’s most peaceful and
the best industry pro atmosphere in
the whole country said he. Mr. Mit-
tal further stated that state Chief
Minister Parkash Singh Badal had
himself laid down the foundation
stone of Sonalika Tractors a decade
ago. “The encouraging attitude and
continuous support of Sh. Badal to
this industry, keeps us going. Son-
alika Tractors has emerged as a key
player in the Tractor market and has
entered the first four top players after
crossing John Deere last year.” 

Sonalika Tractors are also being
exported to 65 countries around the
world that includes most developed
european countries, Like Germany.
The direct employment after the ex-
pansion by next December, shall be
more than 5000 workers and engi-
neers and About 10000 through An-
cillaries and components suppliers of
the state thus adding employment
opportunities in the state.

The group employs presently
more than 3000 direct workers and
engineers and another 5000 through
its Ancillary and component suppli-
ers. 

Mr Mittal further stated that the
Chief Minister Punjab is passionate
about farm mechanization tech-
niques. At heart CM Parkash Singh
Badal is still a farmer. He is always
keen that farmers of Punjab should
be able to adopt best technologies
available around the world  and he
always encourages to develop useful
equipments.  

He further said that growth ori-

ented new industrial policy of

Deputy Chief Minister Mr.Sukhbir

Singh Badal has been a great inspira-

tion not only for Sonalika Tractors

but also for other industrial units in

Punjab state. It is necessary to men-

tion here that the deputy chief min-

ister took special initiative to

introduce Punjab made Sonalika

tractors to the state of Pakistan dur-

ing his visit and offered Pakistani in-

dustrialists tractor technology from

Punjab .

Sonalika Plans to Invest 500 Crores
in Hoshiarpur Plant

Peaceful and
Pro-Industry
Atmosphere in 
Punjab Fetches
expansion

l CM Parkash Singh Badal is
always keen that farmers of
Punjab should be able to
adopt best technologies
available around the world
and he  always encourages to
develop useful equipments.  

l Deputy chief minister took
special initiative to intro-
duce Punjab made Sonalika
tractors to the state of Pak-
istan during his visit and of-
fered Pakistani industrialists
tractor technology from
Punjab .

Ruchi Kalra
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The Punjab Chief Minister Mr. Parkash Singh Badal
said that his program of going to meet the people at

their doorsteps through Sangat Darshans will continue as
this was the core element in his vision of democracy.
“People are my masters and I am their servant. A servant
always goes to his master and I always go to the people.
This relationship will go on like this as long as I am alive.
When I sit with the people, I feel elevated. I draw my
spiritual and moral strength from their company. Mr.
Badal said, “ The true meaning of freedom and democracy
is that those in the government should stop treating
themselves as masters. Freedom means implementing
Abraham Lincoln’s concept of democracy as a system of
government of the people, by the people and for the peo-

ple. Without making people the true masters, freedom has
no meaning. Sangat Darshan is democracy in action.” 

“The Congressmen consider it below their dignity to
go to the people; I feel highly honoured
in and by their company,” said the
Chief Minister, adding that his vision of
democracy had always been different
from that of critics who have a “royal
and monarchical approach to gover-
nance.” Kings live in palaces, I live
among the people,” said Mr. Badal. 

In a strongly worded response to
criticism of his Sangat Darshan pro-
grammes by some Congressmen, Mr.
Badal said, “Some people in the state
think that a leader should not go back
to the people for five years after he has
been elected by them. They think that
a leader is a boss and should sit in his
air-conditioned offices, be spoon-fed by
officers, issue orders and enjoy perks of
office which people have bestowed on
him but should not soil his hands by
mixing with them.  I am in no mood to
oblige these critics at the cost of the
people who have made me what I am. I
will continue to go to the doorsteps of

Kings Live in
Palaces, I Live
Among The
People - Badal

“The Congress cannot understand that there
is a religious fervor behind my Sangat Darshan
programmes. I see God in my people. Congress-
men can’t understand the enormous peace I get
among the people. ”

“Sangat Darshan will continue. Congressmen
consider it below their dignity to go people’s
homes. I feel honoured in their company”

“Freedom means democracy and democracy
means solving people’s problems at their
doorstep.”

“Courts have already rejected the Congress
plea on misuse of funds. They should respect ju-
diciary and keep quiet.”

Punjab Advance Bureau
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the people to understand and
solve their problems. This is
why they have always given me
their love and trust and elected
me above others. 

“Mr. Badal said that the

SAD-BJP concept of governance

has always been different from

that of the Congress. “I am not

surprised by criticism coming

from Congress leaders. It comes

from those who do not under-

stand the basic tenet of democ-

racy and how it is different from

other systems, like dictatorship

or monarchy.  They are wel-

come to that philosophy but I

have lived my life among the

people and will continue to do

so as long as I live. I cannot

repay the people for the love and

faith they have showered up on

me in my long public life.”

Mr. Badal said that there was

a religious fervor behind his

approach to the people. “I see

God in them. Their presence

gives me enormous peace and

bliss which I cannot explain to

these Congressmen for whom

politics is a mere means to self-

glory in high offices.”

Those who criticize Sangat

Darshan understand neither the

concept of “Sangat” nor of ‘Dar-

shan”. “I chose these words care-

fully. The Gurus equated Sangat

with God. So high is the status

they have accorded to the peo-

ple.  And by using the word

“Darshan”, I am merely ac-

knowledging that people are a

reflection of God and meeting

them is like seeing the vision of

God. And it comes straight from

the depth of my heart and my

soul. I cannot explain to those

who treat themselves as “Ma-

harajas” or rulers and people as

their Praja or subjects. To me,

the people are the King and their

voice is the voice of God. There-

fore, when I sit with them, I feel

honoured and it gives me peace

and spiritual contentment.”

Regarding the funds spent

on public works and local devel-

opment projects, Mr. Badal said

that his critics should now stop

telling lies. “They took this issue

to the court. But judiciary threw

their objections out. They

should accept the verdict of the

judiciary and stop talking about

misuse of funds. every penny

spent for the people during the

Sangat Darshan programmes is

under strict audit and accounted

for. Otherwise, the courts would

not have given us a clean chit,”

said the Chief Minister.

Farm Tourism Scheme
Launched in Punjab

In a bid to attract tourists to the vil-
lages, the Punjab government has
launched a Farm Tourism Scheme in Pun-
jab aiming at providing an interesting and
relaxing rural tourism to the visitors and
also ensuring them adequate exposure to
local community life besides enjoying the
pure Punjabi cuisine. The focus on Farm
Tourism would also bring back the people
especially the younger generations of non-
resident Indian Punjabi families to the
basic Punjabi cultural values and ethos. 

Under the scheme, a farmhouse owner
would play the host and guide to the visi-
tors. Those enrolling under the scheme
would have to provide clean, hygienic en-
vironment, equipped with modern facili-
ties that meet the standards defined by the
Punjab Heritage and Tourism Promotion
Board.

The farmhouse owner would provide
home cooked food, comfortable accom-
modation and tell the visitors about the
local agricultural practices like floricul-
tural, harvesting bee-keeping and dairy-
ing. Besides the farm experience, visitors
would also be exposed to local festivals
and marriages. The quality of services of-
fered by the farm owners would be veri-
fied by the district authority as well as the
tourism department. The department
would also provide mandatory training
and technical know-how to the farm own-
ers. 

The visitors can also participate or wit-
ness rural games such as wrestling, kite
flying and bullock cart rides or tractor
rides. Besides this arrangements such as
taking bath at the tube well could be an-
other attraction and a unique feature for
both adults and children from urban areas.
The registration of the farm houses under
this scheme would be valid for five years
initially subject to periodic inspection by
a committee constituted by the PHTPB.
The farm houses registered could not be
used for any other purpose except tourism.
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Turban
Issue

Questioning the soft approach of
government towards harassment of
Sikhs in foreign lands, Mrs. Harsim-
rat Kaur Badal, Member Parliament,
gave a notice for suspension of Ques-
tion Hour over the issue, on the
fourth day of Monsoon Session of
Parliament.

Speaking on the Notice she said,
time and again, incidents of harass-
ment of Sikhs world over have oc-
curred. “Thousands of the Sikhs in
their everyday life have to bear the
brunt of hate crimes because of their
mistaken identity due to their attire.
In Wisconsin when some Sikhs were
peacefully praying in their temples,
people came inside, butchered them
and killed them.  Repeatedly, in
countries like France they are humil-
iated, their children are not allowed
to study in Government schools or a
country like Italy again-and-again
humiliates them at every airport of
theirs,” said she.

Decrying the removal of turban
of Mr. Manjit Singh GK, Chief of
Delhi Sikh Gurdwara Management
Committee at Rome Airport, Mrs.
Badal said that it is the third incident
at Italian Airport during last one
year. Quoting the stark examples of
ill-treatment meted out to Sikhs at

Italian Airport, she said that earlier,
it happened with Sardar Amritinder
Singh, Coach of Golfer Jeev Milkha
Singh who was asked by the airport
security staff at Milan to remove his
turban not just once on his arrival at
Milan Airport but shockingly at the
time of his departure too. Similarly,
it happened to a Sikh senior com-
mander with Jet Airways Capt Dhu-
pia when he was asked to take off his
turban during security check for his
Flight 141 to Delhi from the Milan
airport and now it has happened with
the President of the Delhi Sikh Gu-
rudwara Management Committee
who was not only asked to remove
his turban but was also detained at
the airport for nearly 24 hours on his
refusal to do so.

Describing the turban as an inte-
gral part of the ‘Sikh Identity’, the
Member Parliament said that the
Union Government must mount
pressure on governments of foreign
countries to stop the practice of re-
moval of turban on name of ‘Security
Check’ at International Airports. She
said that removal of turban on the
name of security check in the foreign
countries was a direct assault on the
Sikh Identity and thus badly tor-
mented their psyche. Adding on she
said that the grave disrespect to the
Sikh Identity consciousness in any

form was intolerable.
Condemning centre for failure in

safeguarding the interests of Sikh
community Mrs. Badal said that in
order to check this practice the Min-
istry of foreign affairs through its em-
bassies in various countries must
ensure the respective national gov-
ernments that they must accord due
respect to the Turban by desisting
from such practices, which hurt the
religious sentiments of Sikhs.

She said that as per international
law, turban cannot be removed but
the security officials at airports in
Italy time and again do not let a Sikh
take off unless his turban is removed.
Highlighting the importance of tur-
ban for Sikhs, she said that unlike
other head coverings it is an inextri-
cable part of the Sikh identity and is
worn by Sikhs at all times. Turban is
not a part of the attire but it is an in-
tegral part of being a Sikh; Turban is
part of our being, said she.  “You may
take off my head but not my turban”
has been the reaction of Sikhs who
were subjected to the tyrannical rules
and they happily gave supreme sac-
rifices than to give up their turban,
she added.

When would the government en-
sure that right of the Sikhs to enjoy
religious freedom set forth as per the
european Convention on Human

Harsimrat questions the soft
approach of government  to-
wards     harassment of Sikhs
in foreign lands
Condemns centre for failure
in safeguarding the interests
of Sikh community
Seeks strong diplomatic ac-
tion

Punjab Advance Bureau
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Rights, The Universal Declaration of
Human Rights and International
Covenant on Civil and Political
Rights, asked Harsimrat?

Condemning any type of discrim-
ination be that to Sikhs or those be-
longing to any other religion,
Member Parliament sought strong
diplomatic action.

Mount Pressure to stop
Unethical Practice of Re-
moving Turban on Names
of ‘security Check-CM to
GoI

The Punjab Chief Minister Mr.
Parkash Singh Badal said that the
Union Government must mount
pressure on national governments of
foreign countries to stop the practice
of removal of turban on name of ‘Se-
curity Check’ at International Air-
ports.He said that it was unfortunate
that the Delhi Sikh Gurdwara Man-
agement Committee (DSGMC) Pres-
ident Mr. Manjit Singh GK was asked
to remove his turban during frisking
at an international airport in Rome
(Italy). He said that removal of tur-
ban on the name of security check in
the foreign countries was a direct as-
sault on the Sikh Identity and thus
badly tormented their psyche adding
that this grave disrespect to the Sikh
Identity consciousness in any form
was not at all tolerable. Mr. Badal
said that in order to check this prac-
tice the Ministry of foreign affairs
through its embassies in various
countries must convey the respective
national governments that they must
accord due respect to the Turban by
desisting from such practices, which
hurt the religious sentiments of
Sikhs. “I will soon take up this matter
with the Prime Minister and the
Union Foreign Affairs Minister for an
immediate action” he added.

Sukhbir Lauds Bold Stand
of DSGMC Chief on Tur-
ban Issue

Punjab Deputy Chief Minister

Mr. Sukhbir Singh Badal lauded the
stand taken by Mr. Manjit Singh GK,
President Delhi Sikh Gurdwara Man-
agement Committee for not allowing
Italian Airport authorities to remove
his turban and said that his defiant
gesture has conveyed to the whole
community that Sikhs would not
allow anyone to meddle in their in-
ternal religious affairs. 

Mr. Badal said that turban was an

intricate part of Sikh personality and
nobody in the world has any right to
denigrate the pious symbol of their
Sikh identity. He said it was unfortu-
nate that various democracies of US,
Canada and european countries were
adopting parochial and racial ap-
proach towards Sikh community,
specifically targeting them at the in-
ternational airport taking the plea of
security. 

Jangveer Singh Appointed as Media Advisor
The Punjab Govern-
ment appointed noted
journalist and Princi-
pal Correspondent of
The Tribune Jangveer
Singh as Media Advi-
sor to the Deputy
Chief Minister
Sukhbir Singh Badal
in the rank of Minister
of State.
Installing Jangveer
Singh as Media Advi-
sor, the Deputy Chief
Minister said that his
appointment would
be instrumental in
taking the message of government to the people through media. He said that
he was confident that Jangveer Singh would be able to live up to the expec-
tations of media and the government.
Jangveer Singh has a long innings in journalism. He has earlier served in the
United News of India (UNI) in Chandigarh for four years besides having
served in The Tribune for 16 years. Jangveer was till recently posted in the
Punjab Bureau of The Tribune and was handling political affairs besides
other key responsibilities. He is known for his integrity and credible writ-
ing.
Jangveer has done his initial schooling from Sherwood College, Nainital and
has acquired a post graduate degree in Mass Communications and History
of Art, both from the Panjab University, Chandigarh. He is an avid reader
and nature lover and is passionate about horticulture and Art and heritage
conservation.
The new Media Adviser while thanking Deputy Chief Minister Sukhbir
Singh Badal for reposing faith in him said he would try his best to rise to
the occasion and work in an effective manner to portray the pro people
achievements of the government led by the Punjab Chief Minister Parkash
Singh Badal. He also conveyed his sense of gratitude to Public Relations
Minister Bikram Singh Majithia for the guidance extended by him at this
crucial juncture.
Besides media fraternity in large number, Media Advisor National Affairs
Harcharan Bains, the family members of Media Advisor Jangveer Singh were
also present on the occasion.



40 PUNJAB ADvANCesSeptember -2013s

The Punjab Chief Minister Mr.
Parkash Singh Badal called for

the introduction of comprehensive
"Free Health Security" for the com-
mon man, especially the poor, in the
country, on the lines of Food Secu-
rity.

Speaking at the launch of the
"National  Free Drug and Iron Plus
Initiative"scheme at Government
Medical College, Amritsar the Chief
Minister called upon the centre to
bring a legislation to this effect in the
Parliament and promised his party's
full support to the measure. He said
that it was unfortunate that even
after more than 65 years of inde-
pendence the poor sections were still
being deprived off the quality med-
ical Health facilities. Mr. Badal said
that need of the hour was to ensure
that quality Health services were
within the reach of the common man
for which this noble initiative was
required from the GoI.

expressing concern over the in-
creasing trend of drug addiction in
the state, the Chief Minister also
asked the Union Health and Family
Welfare Minister Mr. Ghulam Nabi

Azaad to raise the issue of unabated
drug supply from the borders into
Punjab, with the Prime Minister Dr.
Manmohan Singh. He said that agen-
cies manning the borders of the
county should be asked to maintain
strict vigil so as to check the supply
of drugs into the country. Mr. Badal
also asked the Union Minister to im-
pose a blanket ban on poppy husk,
which was selling freely in states like
Rajasthan, so as to preserve the
health of the people.

Laying thrust on the need to
combat the menace of Cancer, Drug

addiction and Female foeticide effi-
caciously, the Chief Minister said
that the GoI must embark a major
program to conduct a thorough re-
search for ascertaining the causes of
the cancer in the country. He said
that it was serious problem con-
fronted by the country and the need
of the hour was to take effective steps
to counter this disease.

The Chief Minister also ex-
pressed thanks to the GoI for giving
its nod to set up world class Cancer
treatment Hospital at Mullanpur on
the lines of Tata Cancer Hospital. He
also thanked the Ministry of Health
for approving two satellite centres at-
tached with PGIMeR, Chandigarh at
Ferozepur and Sangrur. Mr. Badal
asked the Union Minister to give one
Regional Cancer treatment centre to
the state for tackling this grave prob-
lem.

Later in his address the Union
Health Minister Mr. Ghulam Nabi
Azaad lauded the role of state in free-
dom movement of the country be-
sides making the country self reliant
in food production. He said that the
GoI had already spent Rs 125 crore
for establishing a ‘Super Specialty
Hospital’ at Amritsar medical college
adding that a similar hospital would
also be set up at Medical College Pa-
tiala. Mr. Azaad also said that out of
20 Regional Cancer centres to be es-
tablished across the country by GoI,
one would be set up in state.

The Union Minister also lauded
the role of state in curbing the Infant
Mortality Rate and Maternal Mortal-
ity Rate adding that efforts must be
made to check the female foeticide.
Mr. Azaad also exhorted the people
the play proactive role in checking
the tendency of drug addiction in the
state.

The Chief Minister and Union
Minister accompanied by Union
Health Minister for state Mrs Santosh
Chaudhary also inaugurated the out-
let for free medicine service at Sri
Guru Nanak Dev Hospital, Medical
College Amritsar.

Badal bats for free ‘Health
Security Act’ for poor 

l National  Free Drug and Iron
Plus Initiative Launched

l Urges Union Health Minis-
ter to Take Steps for Ascer-
taining Causes of Cancer in
the State

l After Amristar, Patiala Med-
ical College to Get Super
Specialty Hospital in State

l Regional Cancer Research
Centre to be set up in 
Punjab
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vineet Joshi Takes
over as Assistant
Media Advisor 

Punjab Government has accorded
the status of Chief Parliamentary Sec-
retary to Assistant Media Advisor
Government of Punjab Sh vineet
Joshi. 

Punjab Bharatiya Janta Party’s
(BJP) senior leader and National
spokesperson of BJP Kisan Morcha
vineet Joshi has been accorded the
status by the Governor of Punjab with
immediate effect. 

Joshi’s family has been closely as-
sociated with state BJP for the past
two generations. His father advocate
Jai Ram Joshi has been the state pres-
ident of Chandigarh unit and is
presently the member of National
Council. His younger brother Saurabh
Joshi is the municipal councilor at
Chandigarh. 

Joshi himself has been active with
various wings of the party for past
twenty five years wherein during the
terrorism time he worked for Akhil

Bharatiya vid-
yarthi Parishad
(ABvP) in Pun-
jab and Chandi-
garh for 11 years
and for the past
10 years he is the
media in-charge
of BJP Punjab. 

He is also the
n a t i o n a l
spokesperson of
BJP Kisan Mor-
cha and earlier
to it has been national spokesperson
of BJP Youth Wing. He has been in-
strumental in highlighting the issues
of Kisan Morcha amongst general
public. 

During the Bharat Suraksha Rath
Yatra of BJP national president Raj-
nath Singh in 2006, he was the na-
tional media in-charge. Besides this,
he has played pivotal role of being
media in-charge during assembly
elections of Punjab, Himachal
Pradesh and Jammu.

vineet Joshi formally took over
the duty in the presence of all senior

state leaders of Bharatiya Janata Party,
an array of leading businessmen of
North India, cinema artists and media
persons. Those present on the occa-
sion included state president BJP Pun-
jab Kamal Sharma, Legislative Group
Leader Bhagat Chunni Lal, Health
Minister Punjab Madan Mohan Mit-
tal, Industry Minister Punjab Anil
Joshi, Mr. K.D.Bhandari, Chief Parlia-
mentary Punjab,  Organizational In-
charge J & K & MP Avinash Rai
Khanna and MLAs Seema Kumari and
Sukhjit Sah, and Sunil Jyoti Mayor,
Jallandhar also congratulated him.

The Punjab Chief Minister Pun-
jab Mr. Parkash Singh Badal flagged
off the first-of-its-kind mobile labo-
ratory in computers, physics and
chemistry in “Rural Punjab" - an ini-
tiative of Rayat-Bahra Group aimed
at benefiting rural masses and +2 sci-
ence stream students.

Speaking at the launch ceremony
Mr. Badal said that the bus would
take science and information tech-
nology to the threshold of rural areas
of state. He appreciated the Rayat-
Bahra group Chairman Gurvinder
Singh Bahra for launching an en-
deavor that was set to change teach-
ing scenario in Punjab. Mr. Badal
thanked the group for giving this
valuable mobile bus that will help
school students to perform labora-
tory experiments and educate vil-
lagers to send mail on Internet,

browse social networking sites and
even enable video conference.

The Chief Minister said, “State
government would replicate this
model to provide mobile bus lab
services to the students in the gov-
ernment schools located in remote
and difficult areas.” He said that the
state government had already em-
barked upon a massive program of
modernization and upgradation facil-
ities in the plus two schools with a
thrust to refurbish its science labora-
tories to equip the students to under-
take practical in physics, chemistry
and computer efficaciously. elaborat-
ing on the plan Chairman RBGI said
teachers and demonstrators of group
would accompany the bus to neigh-
boring villages. The group would
work in consultation with village
sarpanch, district education officer

and school principals that would
draw a time table to extend optimum
support.

A fleet of ten buses would be in-
ducted to cover schools within radius
of 10 kms from four of its campuses
namely Mohali, Ropar, Hoshiarpur
and Patiala. each mobile bus has fa-
cilities of complete physics, chem-
istry and computer lab including
scanning, printing, photocopying,
video conferencing etc.  every bus
costs Rs 25 lakh. Bus has workable
area of 30 feet by 8 feet. It is decked
with latest equipments having 16 N-
Computing nodes, 2 KvA Online
UPS, one HP multifunction printer,
1.5 Ton Invertor based AC, genset as
well as all equipments of physics and
chemistry lab as per + 1 and +2 syl-
labus.

Bringing Labs, IT on Rural Punjab’s Doorsteps
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Dengue

Dengue fever, a viral infection,
which causes severe bone ache, flu-
like symptoms and in rare cases can
be fatal, spreads through the bite of
the Aedes aegypti mosquito.This
type of mosquito proliferates in
urban habitats in water collected in
man-made containers.

The monsoon, which brings pot-
holes and puddles of dirty water to
the streets of India, exacerbates the
problem, because it provides more
breeding grounds for the insect. The
dengue carrying mosquito does not
confine itself to poorer areas.Cases of
dengue fever usually rise during and
just after the rainy season, or June
through October in India. 
eXTeNT OF THe PROBLeM IN
INDIA

According to a study published in
the science journal Nature, India had
the world’s highest dengue burden,
with 34% of the dengue cases in the
world occurring in India. In 2012,
more than 50,000 cases of dengue
fever were registered in India, ac-
cording to the Ministry of Health
and Family Welfare. But experts say
the actual number of dengue cases in
the country could be much higher as
government data does not include
patients treated privately. Global
dengue infections have increased
rapidly in recent years. This increase
is believed to be due to a combina-
tion of urbanization, population
growth, increased international
travel, and global warming.
CAUSe : Dengue fever virus (DeNv)
is an RNA virus of the family Fla-
viviridae; genus Flavivirus. There are
four strains of the virus, which are
called serotypes, and these are re-
ferred to as DeNv-1, DeNv-2,
DeNv-3 and DeNv-4. The distinc-
tions between the serotypes is based
on the their antigenicity. 
TRANSMISSION: Dengue virus is

primarily transmitted by
Aedesmosquitoes, partic-
ularly A. aegypti. They
typically bite during the
day, particularly in the
early morning and in the
evening, but they are able
to bite and thus spread
infection at any time of
day all during the year.
An infection can be ac-
quired via a single bite.

HOW TO AvOID DeNGUe IN
THe INDIAN CONTeXT ?

Here are a few measures, which
can help to avoid dengue:
1. The best way to guard against

the disease is to make sure there
are no containers outside the
house such as on a balcony or in
a garden where rain water can
collect, experts say. Hygienic
surroundings are less likely to
breed mosquitos. So don’t let
trash like tires, tubes, and co-
conut shells sit outside the
house.

2. If you do have pots of water, be
careful not to leave them uncov-
ered: Keep a lid on buckets and
especially overhead water tanks.
Check that the water emitted
from air conditioners does not
collect and become a breeding
place for mosquitos. experts also
suggest not keeping plants in-
doors in this season as they at-
tract mosquitos. If you do keep
potted plants, ensure that water
does not accumulate in the pot.

3. Unlike other mosquitoes, the
Aedes aegypti is a daytime
feeder, meaning it’s important
not to become exposed at peak
biting times in the early morn-
ing and just before dusk.

4. The mosquito generally bites
below the knee. So wear clothes
that at least cover your calves,
ankles and feet.

5. Make sure children going out
wear clothes that cover their
arms, legs and feet completely. 

6. You could also use mosquito re-

pellant creams and lotions on
exposed skin, and sprays on
clothes for extra protection. But
avoid putting mosquito repellant
on children’s hands as they may
put their hands in their mouths.
Insect repellents without harm-
ful side-effects if ingested, are
also available. 

7. You could also use mosquito-re-
pellant patches and mosquito
nets when sleeping.

8. The Municipal Corporation of
the city should try to control the
accumulation of water in public
places and in slums. 

9. The Municipal Corporation
should also regularly fumigate
areas in the city with insecti-
cide.

10. Additionally house owners
could also get their surroundings
fumigated if they feel that there
are many mosquitos around.

11. As well as an awareness cam-
paign with print ads, hoardings
around the city and radio adver-
tisements, advising people about
the spread of dengue, malaria
and other mosquito-borne dis-
eases, the BMC has 200 volun-
teers who spread awareness
about the disease amongst resi-
dents. 

12. Go to a doctor if you have any
symptoms of dengue such as, but
not limited to, a sudden onset of
fever, severe headache particu-
larly in the forehead, pain be-
hind the eyes which might
restrict eye movement, nausea
or vomiting. 

Dr. N. K. Bhatia
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Dhingra
the 
Immortal

In an article written in ‘vande

Mataram’on 10 September 1909,

Lala Hardayal wrote, “Dhingra, the

immortal, has behaved at each stage

of the trial like a hero of ancient

times. england thinks she has killed

Dhingra; in reality he lives for ever

and has given the death-blow to eng-

lish Sovereignty in India.”

Madan Lal Dhingra (1883–1909)

was an Indian revolutionary freedom

fighter. While studying in england,

he assassinated Sir William Hutt Cur-

zon Wyllie, a British official, hailed

as one of the first acts of revolution

in the Indian independence move-

ment in the 20th century.

Madan Lal passed his intermedi-

ate examination from P.B.N.

School.Amritsar and then joined at

Lahore College for further studies. In

1904 he led a student protest against

Principal's order to have college

blazer made out of Imported Cloth

from england. He was thrown out of

college. At that time he was Student

of Masters of Art He was under the

influence of Nationalist Movement of

Swadeshi. He deeply studied the lit-

erature concerning the cause of In-

dian Poverty and famines, as solution

to these problems Swaraj and

Swadeshi became key issues. Then

Dhingra had to work as a clerk, at

Kalka in a Tonga Service being run

for British family's transport to

Shimla.  Dhingra attempted to organ-

ise a union there, but was sacked. He

worked for sometime in Mumbai, be-

fore acting upon the advice of his

elder brother Dr Bihari Lal and going

to england for higher studies. In

1906, Madan Lal departed for eng-

land to enroll at University College,

London, to study Mechanical engi-

neering. He was supported by his

elder brother and some nationalist

activists in england.

Dhingra came into contact with

noted Indian independence & politi-

cal activists vinayak Damodar

Savarkar and Shyamji Krishna

varma, who were impressed by

Dhingra's perseverance and intense

patriotism which turned his focus to

the freedom struggle. Savarkar be-

lieved in revolution by any means,

and supposedly gave Dhingra arms

training, apart from membership in a

secretive society, the Abhinav Bharat

Mandal. He was also a member of

India House, the base for Indian stu-

dent political activity.

During this period, Savarkar,

Dhingra and other student activists

were enraged by the execution of

freedom fighters such as Khudiram

Bose, Kanhai Lal Dutt, Satinder Pal

and Pandit Kanshi Ram in India. It is

this event that is attributed by many

historians as having led Savarkar and

Dhingra to exact direct revenge upon

the British. A few incidents show

Madanlal’s endurance and fiery patri-

otism. Savarkar organised a day in

commemoration of the anniversary

of India’s 1st war of Independence in

1857 (which the British dubbed as

the "Indian Mutiny"). Hundreds of

Ruchi Kalra

l I hold the english responsible for the murder of 8 million
of my countrymen in the last 50 years." 

l The only lesson required in India at present is to learn how
to die and the only way to teach it, is by dying ourselves.
Therefore I die and glory in my martyrdom!

l My only prayer to God is: May I be reborn of the same
Mother and may I redie in the same sacred cause, till the
cause is successful and she stands free for the good of hu-
manity and the glory of God
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Indian youth went about for the day

with a badge titled "1857 - Com-

memoration," to the annoyance of

many english. An english friend of

Dhingra tried to grab the badge of

him. Dhingra slapped him, punched

him to the ground drew a knife, say-

ing "Don’t dare touch the symbol of

my country’s honour." The english-

man apologised and fled. One day, at

India House, a group was speaking of

the bravery and prowess of the

Japanese (who had just defeated Rus-

sia in a war), speaking of them as the

pride of Asia. After a while, Dhingra

got angry. "enough of the praise of

the Japanese, do you suppose we

Hindus are in any way inferior to

them?" In the eyes of many Dhingra

was just a pretty boy and joker. Many

of those present burst out laughing at

his words, and taunted him. Dhingra

was infuriated. This escalated, and

led to a disturbing challenge being

proposed to test Dhingra’s fortitude.

Someone sugested in jest that a nee-

dle should be put through Dhingra’s

hand. Dhingra absolutely insisted on

the challenge, despite others now

trying to discourage him. The needle

was put all the way through the palm

of his hand. Blood flowed, those

present cringed, but Dhingra just

smiled. The secret society started by

Savarkar (Abhinava Bharat), were

making bombs and procuring arms to

send to India. In one bomb making

session, the concentration of those

present lapsed. Dhingra’s intuition

and alertness prevented a serious

calamity. He stopped the immanent

explosion, but was burnt in the

process. 

On the evening of 1 July 1909, a

large number of Indians and english-

men had gathered to attend the an-

nual day function of the Indian

National Association. When Sir Cur-

zon Wyllie, political aide-de-camp to

the Secretary of State for India, en-

tered the hall with his wife, Dhingra

fired five shots right at his face, four

of which hit their target. Cowasji

Lalkaka, a Parsee doctor who tried to

save Sir Curzon, died of Madan Lal's

sixth and seventh bullets, which the

latter fired because Lalkaka caught

hold of him.Dhingra was arrested

after a brief struggle.

Dhingra was tried in the Old Bai-

ley on 23 July. He stated that he did

not regret killing of Curzon Wyllie

as he had played his part in order to

set India free from the inhuman

British rule. Also, that he had not in-

tended to kill Cowasji Lalkaka. He

was sentenced to death. Dhingra was

hanged on 17 August 1909. 
Dhingra had given the following

statement before the court:

"I do not want to say anything in

defence of myself but simply to

prove the justification of my deed. As

for myself I do not think any english

law court has any authority to con-

vict me or detain me in prison or to

pass any sentence against me... I hold

the english responsible for the mur-

der of 8 million of my countrymen in

the last 50 years." 

"I have told you over and over

again that I do not acknowledge the

authority of the Court, You can do

whatever you like. I do not mind at

all. You can pass sentence of death

on me. I do not care. You white peo-

ple are all-powerful now, but, re-

member, it shall have our turn in the

time to come, when we can do what

we like."

Removed from the court, he said

to the Chief Justice- "Thank you, my

Lord. I don't care. I am proud to have

the honour of laying down my life

for the cause of my motherland." 

Dhingra’s statement was sent to

major newspapers across the world,

all of who published it! This was a

very key event in giving momentum

to the freedom movement, as many

foreign voices now raised their

voices in India’s favour. Dhingra cer-

tainly didn’t die in vain. In Ireland

and egypt (which were both in-

volved in a struggle against the

British), Dhingra was a hero. Annie

Besant rightly said of Dhingra "More

Madanlal’s are the need of the time."  

Madanlal Dhingra went to the

gallows in Pentonville prison in Lon-

don. Two Indian revolutionaries

went to the gallows here. Madanlal

Dhingra on 17 August 1909, and

Udham Singh on 31 July 1940.

Dhingra's body was denied

Hindu rites and was buried by

British authorities. His family having

disowned him, the authorities re-

fused to turn over the body to

Savarkar. Dhingra's body was acci-

dentally found while authorities

searched for the remains of Shaheed

Udham Singh, and re-patriated to

India on 13 December 1976. 

Dhingra is widely remembered in

India today. Madan Lal Dhingra was
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perhaps the first Indian freedom

fighter to be executed on British soil.

His deeds inspired the great martyrs

Bhagat Singh and Udham Singh.

Bhagat Singh wrote about Dhingra in

his sketches about revolutionary

freedom fighters.
Grudging admiration from the

British Cabinet

Dhingra's martyrdom evoked the

respect of some members of the Cab-

inet. This was disclosed later to Blunt

by Winston Churchill. Blunt writes

(My Diaries, vol.2, p. 288, entry for

03 October 1909), "Again we sat up

late. Among the many memorable

things Churchill said was this. Talk-

ing of Dhingra, he said that there has

been much discussion in the Cabinet

about him. Lloyd George had ex-

pressed to him his highest admiration

of Dhingra's attitude as a patriot, in

which he shared…He will be re-

membered two thousand years

hence, as we remember Regulus and

Caractacus and Plutarch's heroes and

Churchill quoted with admiration

Dhingra's last words, as the finest,

ever made in the name of patriot-

ism…"

Madan Lal Dhingra lives on in the

hearts of his country men. Humble

salutations to his memory!

It is the duty of the nation at both the

government and people's level to

commemorate the event in a befit-

ting manner. Rising upto the occa-

sion, Punjab government organised a

State level function to commemorate

the 104th martyrdom day of Shaheed

Madanlal Dhingra at SR Government

College, Amritsar.

The Industry and Technical educa-

tion Minister paid tributes on behalf

of the government to Dhingra. He

said it was amazing that Dhingra was

only 26 when he was hanged. He said

similarly youth today should not

under estimate their power and

strive tirelessly towards turning India

into a developed nation. Joshi, pre-

siding over the function, accepted

that even after 66 years of Independ-

ence, the country had not realised

the dreams of freedom fighters and

the need of the hour was to work in

that direction.He promised to make

an endeavour to get a suitable memo-

rial constructed in memory of Dhin-

gra, write to government to make

Dhingra’s biography a part of school

curriculum and get back from Britain

the original hand written 87 pages

penned down by Dhingra before his

martyrdom.

On this occasion, a blood donation

camp, painting and declamation

events were held. A documentary on

Dhingra was also shown and the stu-

dents various local schools and col-

leges presented cultural programme. 

Last statement
Madanlal Dhingra’s final statement was as inspiring as his actions. Titled

‘Challenge’ it is read as follows: 

Challenge

1. "I admit the other day; I attempted to shed english blood as a humble re-

venge for the inhuman hangings and deportations of patriotic Indian

youths. In this attempt, I have consulted none but my own conscience; I

have conspired with none, but my own duty.

2. "I believe that a nation held down in bondage with the help of foreign

bayonets is in a perpetual state of war. Since open battle is rendered im-

possible to a disarmed race, I attacked by surprise; since guns were denied

to me, I drew forth my pistol and fired.

3. "As a Hindu I felt that a wrong done to my country is an insult to God.

Her cause is the cause of Sri Ram! Her services are the services of Sri Kr-

ishna! Poor in health and intellect, a son like me has nothing else to offer

to the Mother but his own blood and so I have sacrificed the same on her

altar.

4. "The only lesson required in India at present is to learn how to die and

the only way to teach it, is by dying ourselves. Therefore I die and glory

in my martyrdom! This war of Independence will continue between

India and england, so long as the Hindu and the english races last (if the

present unnatural relation does not cease!)

5. "My only prayer to God is: May I be reborn of the same Mother and may

I redie in the same sacred cause, till the cause is successful and she stands

free for the good of humanity and the glory of God!" -vande Mataram- 
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In a major eid bonanza to the Mus-
lim brethren of the state, the Pun-

jab Chief Minister Mr. Parkash Singh
Badal announced development works
worth Rs 25.30 crore in the historic
town of Malerkotla. 

Addressing a massive gath-
ering after offering prayers at the local
eid Gah, the Chief Minister congrat-
ulated the people on the sacred festi-
val which symbolizes universal
brotherhood, peace and amity. Mr.
Badal further said that the state gov-
ernment was duty bound to develop
the historic town of Malerkotla and it
would be spruced up as ‘Model Town’.
The Chief Minister further said that
no stone would be left unturned to
ensure a comprehensive and all-round
development of this city for which a
roadmap has been already prepared.
He further said that the city would be
equipped with the ultra modern infra
structure and basic civic amenities for
which the efforts were on foot.

Announcing a series of bonanzas
for the city, the Chief Minister said
that while Rs 10 crore each would be
spent on the development of two
blocks of Malerkotla I and Malerkotla
II, another sum of Rs 5 crore would be
spent on providing the sewerage facil-

ities to the wards of city. Likewise he
said that Rs 25 lakh would be spent
on the construction of Haj Centre in
the eid Gah whereas Rs 5 lakh would
be utilized for the construction of a
beautiful park near the local Mosque.
Mr. Badal said that besides this a
number of other initiatives were
being taken by the state government
to develop this town of historical and

cultural importance. 
The Chief Minister also said that

in order to promote Urdu literature
and language in the state, Punjab
Urdu Academy, Malerkotla would be
soon accorded recognition by the
state government. 

The Chief Minister categorically
said that a member of the Muslim
brethren would be soon handed over
a coveted responsibility in the Punjab
Minority Commission. Likewise he
said that the community would also
be given due representation in the
Boards and Corporations of the state
government. 

The Chief Minister said that the
state government was laying special
emphasis for imparting quality edu-
cation to the youngsters of
Malerkotla for which concerted ef-
forts were being made. He also said
that in a significant decision our gov-
ernment has also extended the facil-
ity of Shagun scheme to the Muslim
daughters too. Mr. Badal also said that
in the same manner the state govern-
ment has also ensured that land was
provided for the burial grounds of the
Muslim community across the state.   

Recalling the age old ties between
the Muslims and Sikhs, the Chief
Minister said that the fact that the

foundation stone of Sri Harmandir
Sahib, the most revered place of Sikhs,
was laid down by Sain Mian Meer ex-
hibited the strong bond of unity and
brotherhood amongst both the com-
munities. He said that Sikhs could
never repay the noble gesture made
by the Nawab of Malerkotla by raising
voice against the execution of ‘Chotta
Sahibzadas’ at Sirhind. Mr. Badal said
that every demand made by the peo-
ple of this city was a ‘divine order’ for
them and the state government would
leave no stone unturned to fulfil it.

exhorting the Muslim Commu-
nity to play a proactive role in fight-
ing the maladies like drug addiction,
the Chief Minister said that it was the
need of hour to save the future of our
younger generations. Mr. Badal also
called upon the Muslim brethren to
safeguard the ethos of communal har-
mony, universal brotherhood and
peace in the state.  

The Chief Minister was accompa-
nied by Rajya Sabha MP Mr. Sukhdev

Punjab Advance Bureau

• eid Bonanza for Malerkotla
as CM Announces Devel-
opment Projects Worth Rs
25 Crore

• Punjab Urdu Academy to
be Recognized by State
Government

• Muslim Brethren to Get
Due Representation in
Boards and Corporations of
State Government

Malerkotla to
be developed

as ‘model city’
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Singh Dhindsa, Chief Parliamentary
Secretary Mrs. Farzana Aalam, Chair-
man Punjab Waqf Board Janaab Mo-
hammed Izhaar Aalam, MLA Mr.
Iqbal Singh Jhunda, former Minister
Janaab Nusrat Ikraam Khan Bagge,
Special Principal Secretary to Chief
Minister Mr. KJS Cheema, Inspector
General of Police (Patiala Range) Mr.
Ishwar Singh, Deputy Commissioner
Sangrur Mr. Kumar Rahul and Senior
Suprintendent of Police Mr. MS
Sidhu.     
Punjab to Carve out Burial Grounds

for Muslims drom Panchayati Lands

Mr. Sukhbir Singh Badal, Punjab
Deputy Chief Minister today said that
Punjab Government would soon
bring a proposal to carve out burial
grounds on Panchayati lands in vil-
lages, where Muslims have dense pop-
ulation and this proposal would be
finalized within a short span of time

with a view to eliminate hurdles of
Muslim Community while perform-
ing last rites for departed souls.

Congratulating Muslim Commu-
nity on the pious occasion of ID-UL-
Fitar, Mr. Badal said that the survey
to identify villages having Muslim
population besides identification of
Panchayati lands in their respective
villages was on advanced stage of
completion and after its completion,
the Government would bring the pol-
icy, which would be approved within
no time. Mr. Badal said that Punjab
Government has enough Panchayati
lands in Muslim populated villages
and the process of carving out burial
ground would also be immediately
started after completion of remaining
formalities. 

Divulging details of welfare
scheme launched by SAD-BJP Gov-
ernment for the betterment of Mi-

norities in the state, Mr. Badal said
that Punjab was providing in-toto free
education to the minority students
under ambitious Ashirwad Scheme up
to level of Universities. He said that
Minority students can apply online to
take benefits of this scheme and con-
tact the concerned district offices for
any assistance, if needed. He said that
till July this year more than 48000
students had applied under this
scheme and it was expected that the
number of students will be crossed to
1.5 lakh in current session.

Fulfilling the long pending de-
mands of Muslim Community, Mr.
Badal announced that Punjab Gov-
ernment would construct houses for
poor Muslim families at Bathinda. He
said that the houses would be made
on 18 acres of land besides construc-
tion of a state-of-the-art school for the
children of Muslim families. 

British Deputy High Commis-
sioner Calls on Majithia

Issues of Mutual Interest in the Fields of education,
Health, Renewable energy  and Skill Development Dis-
cussed

The British Deputy High Commissioner Mr. David
Lelliott called on Punjab NRI Affairs Minister Mr.
Bikram Singh Majthia and discussed in detail the vari-
ous issues regarding close cooperation in fields of edu-
cation, health, skill development, ecology and
renewable energy.

Mr. Lelliot discussed with NRI Affairs Minister the
various MoUs signed between United Kingdom universi-
ties and IIT Ropar for long term collaboration in research
as well as teaching programs.  He underlined the need to
initiate special skill development programs for generating
skilled work force for the various emerging trades. He in-
formed that British Council would soon initiate joint ven-
ture with two Community Colleges of the state at
Jalandhar and Bathinda. He further informed that UK en-
ergy & Climate Change Minister would visit Punjab on
September 2 to explore the possibilities of mutual coop-
eration in the field of saving ecology.  He said that the De-
partment of energy & Climate Change (DeCC) works to
make sure the UK has secure, clean, affordable energy
supplies and promote international action to mitigate cli-
mate change.

Welcoming the UK government’s initiatives for saving
environment, Mr. Bikram Singh Majithia briefly outlined

the Punjab government’s concerted efforts for promotion
of clean and green energy in the form of harnessing  Solar
and Biomass potential and a very liberal and investor
friendly NRSe Policy-2012. He said that after allotting
Solar power plants of joint capacity of 250 MW, the State
was all set to allot 300 MW Biomass power plants very
soon. He impressed upon the British Deputy High Com-
missioner to urge UK companies to invest in solar as well
as biomass and Solar Rooftop sectors in Punjab and as-
sured full cooperation from the state government. He also
sought cooperation in improving the standard of higher
education besides technological guidance in health sec-
tors. He said that he would soon convene a meeting of Ad-
ministrative Secretaries of concerned department with
British Deputy High Commissioner to explore the possi-
bilities of various fields of mutual interest. Dr. SS Channy,
Principal Secretary, NRI Affairs was also present on the
occasion.



Mrs. Harsimrat Kaur Badal, Member
Parliament from Bathinda said that it
is call of the day to overhaul the
wrecked system of Great India and
our young, energetic, hi-tech gener-
ation can make this dream true with
their vital contribution in making
India a ‘strong nation’.

Presiding over a function, Mrs.
Badal appreciating the initiative of
the media group in bringing achiev-
ers on a common platform to discuss
future scenario said that it was matter
of great pride for us that our young-
sters have brought revolutions in dif-
ferent sectors including Information
Technology, Medical, engineering,
Automobiles etc in the world. She
said that our young generation and
the achievers can change our ‘conser-
vative’ system by playing a vital role
in the development and progress of
our nation. She said that holding of
constructive and conclusive discus-
sions for young generations would
also further the cause.  

Giving a call to the achievers
and youth to give back to society,
Mrs. Badal said that it should be top
priority of those youngsters, who

have achieved their goals, to pay back
to the society for building up a strong
nation. She said that this kind act of
established youth would give an in-
spiration to younger generation
paving a way to make our nation, a
great nation. 

Mrs. Badal mentioned that in
recent moves against ill-practices of
our system and social evils, young
generation has played a big role in
educating and making the masses
aware of the facts. She said that
youth should not hesitate to take a
stand against social evils and corrupt
practices as their small resistance can
eliminate these indelible scars from
our country’s face. She said that the
Punjab Government has created a
helpline for the facilitation of people
to register their plaints against such
practices and to safeguard the dignity
and security of women. 

expressing concern over the
primary desire of youngsters in our
country, Mrs. Badal said that major-
ity of the surveys have reflected that
job with its complete security was
the major need of our youngsters.
She said that Governments should

create more and more job opportuni-
ties for the welfare of youth. 

Lauding the role of Punjab
Government in this area by provid-
ing jobs to more than 1.5 lakh youth
in few years, Mrs. Badal said that
Punjab has taken phenomenal strides
in this sector by providing jobs to
youth with attractive salaries in
transparent manner and on the basis
of pure merit.
Mrs. Badal also gave a clarion call and
exhorted the youth of country to re-
furbish the corrupt and wrecked po-
litical structure by ousting ‘lotus
eaters’ from the political scene of
country in coming elections. She said
such leaders of Indian polity should
also understand the fact that the elec-
torates have become wise enough
and now they wants action and ful-
filment of promises made to them be-
fore elections. She said that Punjab,
Gujarat and Madhya Pradesh were
the clear examples, where electorates
reposed their faith repeating the in-
cumbent governments due to their
massive development initiatives. 
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Youth Can Revive Wrecked
System of Country

• Pay Back to Society
Should be Priority of our
Achievers to Build a
Strong Nation

• Don’t Hesitate to Take
Stand Against Social
evils and Corrupt Prac-
tices

• Lauds Punjab Govern-
ment for Providing Jobs
to More Than 1.5 Lakh
Youth

• Conclusive Discussions
for Young Generations
are Need of the Hour 

• Refurbish ‘Corrupt’ Po-
litical System by Ousting
‘lotus eaters’ from Poli-
tics
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Computerised Integrated 
Check Posts

The Punjab Deputy Chief Minis-
ter Mr. Sukhbir Singh Badal ap-
proved setting up of 11 major and 25
minor Computerised Integrated
Check Posts to ensure hassle free
movement of goods traffic besides
bringing total transparency in rev-
enue collection.

In a path breaking move
the Deputy Chief Minister approving
the conceptual plan put up by excise
and Taxation Department asked
them to construct and operationalise
all the check posts on January 1,
2014. The 11 Check Posts to be com-
puterised under integrated check
post plan included Shambu-I,
Shambu-e, Lalru, Banur, Khanauri,
Balongi, Dehni, Madhopur, Kaller
Khera, Doomanwali, and Zirakpur.
The Minor check posts include Ram
Nagar, Devigarh, Moonak, Ghanouli,
Lakhanpur, Mullanpur, Nangal,
Harsar-Mansar, Chak Sadhu,  Dal-
housie Road, Saikulian, Sito Ghunoo,
Rajpura, Talwandi Sabo, Killianwali,
Sardulewala, Boha, Chullar Kalan,
Mohali, Talwara, Amritsar Station,
Ludhiana Station, Sarna and
Khanaouri Kaithal Road.

Reiterating the commitment of
Punjab Government to provide
World Class Road Connectivity, Mr.
Badal said that Punjab Government
has already approved Rs. 12160 crore
plan to link all cities with 4/6 lane
roads and to check the traffic bottle-
necks caused due to manual checking
of goods vehicle it has been decided
to setup automated computerised in-
tegrated check posts having world
class infrastructures. The Check
Posts would have separate parking,
loading unloading area besides rest-
rooms and refreshing rooms for driv-
ers. The Facilities to be ensured in
each check post would include heavy
vehicle scanners, vehicle weighing
platforms, high resolution CCTv
Cameras besides number plate cap-

turing equipments. There would be
six to seven bays on check posts for
smooth and hassle free disposal of
goods traffic. The passenger traffic
would not be halted on these check
posts and there would be separate
lanes for private tourist buses and
taxis.

Issuing instructions to integrate
all these check posts with the main
server of excise and Taxation De-
partment, Mr. Badal said that pur-
pose of whole exercise was to bring
total transparency in the revenue
collection besides facilitating the
drivers of goods vehicles, who had to
wait hours to get their vehicles
cleared on the check posts. He said
that all these check posts would have
air conditioned administrative offices
and their total operation could be
monitored from the excise and Tax-
ation Headquarter on wide area net-
work.

Prominent amongst those present
in the meeting Mr. D.P. Reddy, Prin-
cipal Secretary excise and Taxation,
Mr. Anurag Aggarwal, MD PIDB,
Mr. Anurag verma, excise and Tax-
ation Commissioner, Mr. Ajay Maha-
jan, Special Secretary to Deputy CM
and representatives of various partic-
ipating agencies

World class totally auto-
mated 11 major and 25
minor check posts
Will ensure hassle free

traffic
Online check posts to

bring total transparency
in revenue collection
Punjab to be the first state
to go for complete cover-
age of state

Over 1.5 Lac Girl
Students to Get 
Bicycles

Over 1.5 lac girl students of Punjab are
all set to ride on new bicycles to their
school with Punjab government final-
izing the plan to distribute these bicy-
cles within 3 months. 
The state government has set aside
Rs.47 crore for Mai Bhaggo Scheme
under which all girl students of govern-
ment schools of Class 9th to 12th would
be gifted bicycles by the Punjab gov-
ernment. 
The Punjab Government has already
distributed over 1 lakh 11 thousand and
49 bi-cycles to the girl students study-
ing in class 11th and 12th with the cost
of Rs. 30 crore since launch of Mai
Bhago Scheme in the year 2011-12 
Mai Bhaggo viddya Scheme,the dream
project of Chief Minister Mr. Parkash
Singh Badal was envisaged specially to
promote education among the girls and
to diminish the school dropout rate
among girl students of the state.
This scheme has been successful as the
school dropout rate among the girl
child has considerably decreased. 
The instructions have been issued to
the district education officers to prepare
the lists of the girl students from class
9th to 12th so that bi-cycles to the re-
maining could be provided as the earli-
est. The Punjab government has also
rolled out several other welfare
schemes for the overall development of
the students studding in the govern-
ment schools.  The pre matric and post
matric scholarships have also been ex-
tended to the needy and meritorious
students.

  Under Mai Bhaggo viddya
Scheme Rs. 47 Crore to be
Spent this Year

      82244 Thousand 11th Class &
70086 Thousand 12th Class
Girls to Benefit from the
Scheme
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Punjab Chief Minister Mr.
Parkash Singh Badal released
the book "Ghadar Movement
background, Ideology, Action
and Legacy".

Releasing the book compiled
and edited by eminent historians
Prof. JS Grewal, Prof. Harish K Puri
and Prof. Indu Banga, the Chief Min-
ister congratulated the editorial
board for presenting a detailed ac-
count of this watershed movement of
Indian freedom struggle besides spot-
ting light on the entire national in-
dependence movement initiated for
throwing away the yoke of British
imperialism from our motherland.
He said that apart from it this book
would also showcase the role of Pun-
jabis in various movements of free-
dom struggle spearheaded from
within the country and abroad. Mr.
Badal said that it was a matter of
great pride for us that despite of
being only two percent of the total
population of the country, the Pun-
jabis have made 80% of the sacrifices
on the altar of freedom struggle.

The Chief Minister also ex-
tended warm wishes to the vice

Chancellor of Punjabi University Pa-
tiala Dr. Jaspal Singh for making con-
certed efforts to publish this book.
He said that this book would prove
very helpful to the Historians and
students for acquiring knowledge
about the Indian history.

earlier apprising the Chief Min-
ister about the book, the vice Chan-
cellor of Punjabi University Patiala
Dr. Jaspal Singh said that this book
was related with the Ghadar move-
ment, in which this movement has

been analyzed in a new form. He said
that this book was the compilation of
various essays by the writers who
have described this movement in full
detail. Likewise vC said that this
book has been published in english
and it would be translated in Punjabi
by next year. Dr. Jaspal Singh also
said that this book has already been
released in United States of America
in a function to commemorate 100
years of foundation of Ghadar move-
ment.



With the aim of providing maximum facilities and strengthening
infrastructure Mr. Parkash Singh Badal Chief Minister Punjab
along with Bathinda MP Mrs. Harsimrat Kaur Badal jointly laid
the foundation stone of Grain Market at Mansa.
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